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MEMBER OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS, LONDON. | 


* Many thousands of persons have not only. been relieved, so as to pass 
their lives comfortably, but cured by the old method of using bougies.” 
Howarp, 


‘ If the ease is such as to admit the end of a small bougie to pass, let it 
be ever so small, the cure is then in our power.” Hunter. 
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“PREFACE: 


TO THE. SECOND EDITION. 


; - 


Wun these - observations were . first. 
offered 'to:the public, my object. was to cons 
trast the various improvements in the ap. | 
plication of caustic substances for the cure 
of strictures inthe. urethra, with; the ad- 
vantages and disadvantages of | the common 
bougie. »The jreader,. after Jearning, the. 
‘difficulties and dangers of one mode, and. 
the extent of the relief to be expected from 
the other, was left to fom his own opinion 


of the merits of éach, 


ou 
The» prevailing practice of ‘curing’ stric- 
tures, by caustic, seemed carried to an ex- 
tent, neither warranted by the great name * 
which. first revived it, nor’ by'the’ experi- 
ence of the profession at ‘largey nor even 
on the fairest evidence of its most’ decided’ 
advocates :— Yet, according’ to’ the femark’ 
of a judicious: physician, since dead,’ * It 
has been practised of late” years with'a de.” 
gree of wantonness, that exceeds‘any thing’ 
in the history /of the’art, which seems: ocdas ” 
sionally. to have as sane a title to°that “of 
torturing as of wea Pig alah Seth aw 
| i nibie 
any had’ written on strictures! seach had® 
anew remedy, or some’ improvement of a” 
new remedy to ‘propose, “ds if aware that" 
‘Novelty is only in request, ‘and itis dan-) 
gerous to be aged in any kind of *course?”” 


_. * The late Mr.*Hpnter,,,. boy 4 wee ui 


+ : y 


Without; -pretending -to;.the mystery’ and 
importance of anew methody I ventured to 
offer. comparative view of the. practice, 
and..to ‘contrast, the, opinions '-of ‘SOnIe: des 
parted.surgeons of: eminiences with the high’ _ 
authority of modetn doctrines, The indi 

criminate. use) of, caustic. appeared to me a’ 

no _less;dangerqus, practice in (these: days,” 

than _the,abuse» ofmercuryziir the :cure, of 
lues..was,; formerly, .-Wefind the. old. sur- 
‘geons,,recording, the,effects ‘of salvation, 
Wasa much unconeernsas> the »moderns 
do ‘the s¢ little miseries” \ ‘of escarotics. — 
6 Should the sheont says one of them, 
‘* be» brought into: apparent: danger,--you 
are immediately-to/make all the diversions 
you possibly cant J by\sharp glystersy 2. 
brisk,.catharties, .when»they can be :swal- 
lowed, (but; when ithey. cannol)—3., bleed- 
ing under the tongue, and, in. the arm’; 


cupping » and searify ing the ..tops: of -the 


i. 
shoulders 3 4,—large blisters ott the back” 
and behind the ears3 extending along the 
jugulars on each side of the neck 3° 5s by’ 
throwing gargles into the throat with’ a sys 
ringe, &c.”—T hus a man might: ave been 
half flayed alive, drenched with ‘purges 
and glysters at the same time, ‘with ‘the 
chance ‘of being’ choaked by ‘gargles +'té 
save himself from immediate death, and 
to extricate himself from what was ‘consi- 
dered an ordinary dilemma in the mode“of 
cure. ** Leviusne est mgrotare, or tali 
methodo sanari.” Per 


| hires any. man compare this account ‘with 
the diaries of some patients | ‘who have had 

i sufficient faith and fortitude, to endure the 

ee miseries of | a, six months siege; with -the 
: i slow advances of an: armed. -bougie, and 
then say, ‘whether. the. amusing ‘1érms," of 
safe and easy, may not be as well applied 


Ris 


to the old surgery,’ “a to. our’ own. May 
we: not ‘fairly agree’ with ant author, who’ 
says, - that “ the play of Tits Andronietts, 
and the picture: of Count Ugolino, are ine 
| capable: of ‘exciting stronger ‘horror, ‘than 
the relations of some “of the patients” this 
treatedy, of: what they’ ‘have’ undergone ia 
vith ‘Or r front thei increase of beh epoca 


wo 
* i Ate bb 
: : 


aaa been ‘always tage that no Opes 
-ration should be performed without the ¢ cons 
sent of: ‘the ‘patient, ‘what | was’ my" ‘surprise 
to-read in‘one author, ‘« There are sore 
men so extremely’ irritable, “as ‘notte’ Be 
able, to surmount ‘the dread excited by the 


met ‘application of 5 se ‘the! wery 


f 
n 


hot The same. OF thoy adds—« If there existed a society for 
the circulation. of ‘tracts to promote prudence among young 

a men, - i of these histories related without the least exagee- 

Ying. ping aie sich i will hes to suffer from disease, 
“and La much ‘no¥é from the surgeon.’” “> a luptreant 2 


bi fer aR act 
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mention of , which, never fails.to excite: im- 
mediate spasm in the urethra, thereby. ren- 
dering more difficult the introduction of the 
instrument. | In such cases,” continues this 
iii “¢the same eae not: 
be of sik tite to. deceive the patient, apd 
under, this cover, a, Joaded bougie may - ‘be 
passed with greater facility.”* Such was 
not:the language of that illustrious, charac- 
ters) whose extraordinary abilities|. might 
have: admitted .(if.such:.a thing, could: be 
admitted) some ‘deyiation, from, this. esta- 
blished ‘maxim of ‘our art. by A io ap pape 
ais yd holioxs ‘baoth dt davenram.e sid 
«When the practice was. first published, 
we were told that it was introduced With a 
é¢ connected body of evidence, ‘established 


upon facts,” and every opposition to,se. 


'* Johnston on Diseases of Urinary Organs, p. 181. 


ie Ma | 
bold a an innoy ation was set.to. the. score, of 
prejudice, —How Jar subsequent.experience 
has tended to remove, or confirm: this pre- | 


judice, the following pages may assist, the. 
reader. i in deciding... . 


10, Park 1 Place, St, James's Street, 
. £eb. 1F 18U. 
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OBSERVATIONS, 
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PE wko,.srontd register all his opinions,’’ 
says Swift, “‘ upon love, politics, religion, and 
learning, what a bundle of inconsistencies and 

contradictions would appear at. last!” Would — 
the contrarieties in the practice of surgery, if 
assembled together, form a less curious ** bun- 


dle of inconsistencies ?”’ 


The miseries endured by those who suffer 
from diseases of the urinary organs, especially 
such as arise from contractions of the urethra, 
are so frequent, that we might conclude there 

B 


2 


could be no cases in surgery, in the treatment 
of which the profession would be more deci- 
dedly unanimous. Such is however far from 
the fact. 

During the last century, the barbarous prac- 
tice of former times---the _ caustics and caute- 
ries of our forefathers, ‘were banished, by 
common consent, from general, use, and more 
particularly from diseases of the urethra. --- 


33 


‘« Callosities and Caruncles’”’ were no longer 
sought “after, and surgeons were contented 
with relieving obstructions of the urethra, by 
the simple, and, as it appeared, efficacious 
means of the bougie.. This was the approved 
_ practice, when Mr. Hunter, whose life and 
writings form an important eer'a in surgery, 
revived the old method, by the introduction of 
the lunar caustic. He recommended it how- 
ever ina very limited degree---applied it with 
great caution, and in those cases only, which 
were decidedly beyond the reach of common 


means. What he thus captiously advised as 


3 
an experiment in extreme and difficult’ cases, 
has, since his time, been eaigian : to an extent 
he could ‘not have anticipated. Almost every 
stricture is indiscriminately attacked with 
caustic, as if the question how and when it 
should be used, were no longer an object of 


enquiry. 


Many opportunities which had occurred, in- 
duced me two years ago, to offer my thoughts 
on the comparative effect of the simple and 
armed bougie. My decided opinion then was, 
that in most instances’ the common bougie is 
adequate to'all the purposes of relief; that in 
more complicated cases the armed bougie is 
not only a precarious, but often a dangerous 
remedy. Since that period some old and some 
irremediable cases have been referred to me; 
among the rest, that callous stricture’ which 
sometimes occurs near the orifice of the ure- 
- thera! In ‘most of these, I have found that no 
impression on the discased part has been 


ea by the previous applications of cansti¢, 


4 

and’in some even the sound parts have been 
‘materially injured. On the whole Iam more 
than ever confirmed in opinion; that the caus- 
tic mode of ‘cure, as it is ‘confessedly attended 
with certain évils, ought at all times to bea 
question, for the patient, and the patient only, 
to decide, whether he will hazard ‘the chance; 
at the risk: of greater evils, and perhaps of 
life. i yh Syed : af : 


The urethra is lined with «a membrane in 
many respects resembling the membranous 
lining of other parts of the body, but differing, 
according to the generally received opinion, in 
its power of contraction and dilation. It is:at 
the’ points, where the urethra is supposed. to 
have the greatest degree of contraction,’ that 
strictures are most commonly found, viz. at 
four inches and a half, and at six and a half, 
from the external orifice. They are seldom 


found beyond this. Mr. Higiter says, he never 


5) 


saw a stricture in .that, part of the urethra 
which passes through the prostate .gland.* 
Mr. Abernethy, however, has. met, with, cases 
where) all the symptoms remained, . arising 
from a stricture at the neck of the. bladder, 
My own observations would confirm Mr. Hun- 


ter’s remark. 


The worst cases that have come under my 
notice, have generally been strictures at four 
inches and a_ half~I~have three cases at 
present, in each of which the caustic has been 
applied fer upwards of five months, by dif- 
ferent practitioners; and lately saw a: case: of 
this kind, in a gentleman who» was going’ to 
the East: Indies,» with a- callous stricture. - A 
catgut bougie only could be’ -passed; after he 
had devoted - nearly three years. to the relief 
of the disease, during fifteen months of which, 
ihe armed bougie had been iunremittingly used. 


“The contractile power of the urethra, when 


* Hunter's Trettlse on the Venereal, p: 14,” ! 


a 
im a healfhy state, is a gentle and uniform 
action of its fibres; when too frequently re- 
peated or irregular from any cause, the action 
becomes spasmodic, and produces the disease 


im question. 


The causes of contractions of the urethra, 
have been subjeets of general discussion. In 
eertain constitutions ‘we find a greater dispo- 
sition to the formation of strictures than in» 
others; where this happens, it'is easy to con-— 
ceive that occasional attacks of spasm, arising 
from any source, may produce the disease. 
The most commonly imputed cause was, at one 
time, neglected or mismanaged gonorrhoea. 
Mr. Hunter, however has taught us that gonor- 
shoea is no more instrumental in producing 
strictures, than inflammation from any other 
cause, and that the seat of gonorrhcea and of 
stricture is rarely found the same. The for- 
mation of strictures has also been attributed to 
astringent injections used in the cure of gonor= 


rhoea. Mr. Home seems so far to admit this 


vi 2 


opinion, that he has entirely given up this — 
mode of treating gonorrhoea, rather than incur 
a risk, however small it may be, of producing 
so distressing a complaint. As Mr. Home -has 
since repeated the same in his notes on Mr. 
Hunter’s “ Treatise on the Venereal Disease,” 
it is impossible not to express some surprize 
that he has, given no information of his im- 
proved method of treating gonorrhoea, what- 
ever it/may be. His objections to the injection 
neither accord with Mr. Hunter, nor with ‘the 
general practice of this day, nor even with 
his own subsequent observations concerning the 
natives of India, three-fourths of whom, of 
any rank, we are informed, are troubled with. 
strictures, attributed to the effects of gonor-. 
rheea, for which no local applications are used. 
Sir George Baker writes with a decision, which 
can only be accounted for hy reflecting, that 
his. branch of the profession afforded him 
fewer opportunities of seeing the whole, pro- 


gress of such diseases, — 
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Various other causes have been assigned, 
asthe gravel and stone. They have also been 
known to arise from piles, -and in some cases 
from the temporary irritation of the parts, 
following the application of a blister. In short, 
whatever irritates those parts, will, in con- 


stitutions predisposed, prove an exciting cause. 


Obstructions arise sometimes from tumors in 
the cellular substance that surrounds the urethra, 
and also from an enlargement er fulness.of the 
corpus spongiosum urethre. In some; «this 
affection ‘extends a considerable length; in 
others, it is confined to a single spot: some 
times it attacks different parts, leaving the 
intermediate spaces perfectly sound. An en- 
largement of the prostate gland, is perhaps the 
most irremediable, and distressing impediment, 


to the free exit of urine. 


Strictures vary in their form and structure; | 
those most commonly met with, are small 


ridges projecting into the eanal, and forming 


9 
a 


a half circle ; sometimes . they are continued 
and form a circular band, not. more in breadth, 
than if the part-had been surrounded, with a 
piece of pack-thread. ‘Some are contracted for 
above an ineh in length, awhich,, Mr, Home 
accounts for, by supposing two, str ictures formed 
within an inch,of each other, the space between 
them becoming narrower than the, rest. of the 
canal. * This may happen, pbut)L have seen a 
< dhitcherisiee and contraction of the urethra, to 
~ ‘this. extent., Sometimes two or more strictures 
are on the same side, the other being pertectly 
| smooth. More fr equently there. is a gradual 
‘ contraction: of the urethra, to and from, othe 
vstricture,: sO aS to form, a come, in. the anterior 
and posterior part of, it. Mr. Cooper, din 
»* Kirst Lines. of, the. Practice of, Surgery,” 

‘describes the shape as resembling. two Jong 
_ cones, with their points in- contact, . He adds, 
“ I am perfectly convinced that this is the 
ease which uate bafiles. the, operation 


* Home, p. 22. 


C 
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of caustic, and which receives most: benefit 
from the employment of the common bougie.’’* 


* When strictures have been of very long 
standing, the whole urethra becomes con- 
tracted, and very often the ofifice itself, in such 
a degree, as to admit only the smallest size 
hougie. ‘There have been instances of part of 
the urethra being obliterated; for these there 
is no relief but in an operation. 44—< 


The old notions of caruncles, callosities, and 
spongy excrescences, are now laid aside. But 
formerly, when all obstructions of the urethra 
were attributed to these causes, it was not 
uncommon *to make an opening into the. pas- 
sage to look for them sas Quelques uns ont 
ouvert: uretre sur’ Ja’ sonde: canelée pour 
découvrir les caroncles ou carnosités, et de les 
détruire ou les: consommer avec des: remedes: 
weseneniee t Mr. Hunter, who opened 


* First Lines, p. 423. 
Cours de Chirurg. par M. Elie Col de vilars: 


II 
more. urethre after. death, where there, were 
obstructions, than any of those) authors; who 
have written on the subject, was of opinion, 
that’ they wrote from: ’ imagination conly. * 
Mr. Benjamin Bell, however;: informs us; he 
has often observed warty excrescences within’ 
half an inch of the extremity of the urethra; 
similar to those. soe ID found on the: glans 
- ‘The first approaches of stricture are generally 
so; obscure, that. they frequently exist: without 
any evident symptom: that» should: lead» the 
patient: to: a knowledge: of’ his disease: »- The 
first circumstance: that attracts notice; is most 
commonly a slight diminution of the stream: of 
urine; but if this is unaccompanied with: pain; 
it is very seldom attended to. In this’ state>the 
complaint may remain; till some irregularity of 
living; or accidental exposure to wet, and! cold; 
produces an aggravation of the symptoms: 


* Hunter’s Treatise on the Venereal, p. 111.. 
+ Bell’s System of Surgery,: vol. Il. p. 191. 
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12 
When this is’ the first intimation a patient has 
that he requires ‘surgical ‘assistance; he may 
consider himself fortunate, of the affair ‘termi= 


nates iris a He A oe 
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Henini given this rin view sds the disease, 
I shall next consider the different means that 
have been, resorted to for its, cure, since, Mr, 
Hunter revived the use of the caustic, and at 
the same time gave the world a. more rational 
account.of the nature of strictures. In, doing 
this; I shall have occasion to. dwell, haji 
rience peti sia 1 sii wees /pay .ey ery 
deference; and on Mr, ,Whately’s. improyed 
practice... With all. due, respect, to the, cha- 
facter of these gentlemen, I shall. .take.,the 
liberty of making such, remarks, on their, prac- 
tice, as the documents given to the public ir 


their treatises on this subject, may warrant.; 
; a i OE ENS ed fs PSR Ba eu “te 


ea 


"Fhe use of caustic in the cure’ of strictures! 

_ was ‘certainly fantiliar’ to! the’ old practitioners,! 
but renoutieed /\(to use’ Mr’ Sharp's‘ words): 
* from the difficulty andalmost impossibility of. 
properly directing ‘the jnstrament.”.” Under the 
auspices, “however; “oF ‘the ‘late’ Mr. Johni 
Hunter, this practice was revived; but in a 

very limited degree, and only in “cases of ex- 

trétie urgency. “In the year 1752;!he’ first 

applied to the end of a bougie some salve, and 

dipped it into red precipitate,’ "This, as might 
ve ‘expected,’ brought on’ ‘an flaiimation:! ‘16 

prevent this, he afterwards ‘passell it through & 

cannula; not’ succeeding in ‘getting throug 
the’strictute, he was! indiced to try thé cats’ 
tie, but with a’ caution’ characteristic 6f all! ‘his 

experiments on the hiiman /bédy. | A: similat 

method has’ been proposod by Mr. Cartintight, 

substituting: the flexible gum! ‘annul’ for’ the 

‘silver.’ Sp his appears | ‘the only ‘safe. ‘mode ‘of 
! applying” ‘caustic, “excepting | Mr’ Whiately's 
“first it provement: of’ seeuring a’small portion 

of ‘powdered’ lunar’ caustic lat ‘the end of 


lé 
bougie, by means of glue. That it was’some- 
times accompanied with success, there can be 
no'.doubt;. yet,» notwithstanding. the favour- 
able result of some eases, it has been doubted 
whether Mr. Hunter’s. good: opmion of the 


practice kept pace with his experience.» 


» The difficulties attending the introduction of: 
the caustic into a passage, so peculiarly con 
structed, could not escape Mr. Hunter ; he did 
not therefore venture to revive the old practice 
without suitable cautions. He first adopted 
the ‘use ofia silver'cannula, suggested by: Wise- 
man; but, besides that its unyielding materials 
were ill adapted to the flexible canal of the 
urethra, he found the middle of the stricture; 
the part intended to be destroyed, was  fre- 
quently left untouched, only the angle, between 
_the stricture and the sound part of the urethra, 
being exposed to the caustic. ‘To meet these 
difficulties, Mr. Hunter introduced the armed. 
hougie, the mode of applying which, is thus 
described by Mr. Home. . “ Take a bougie, of 


15 


aside that can readily be passed down ‘to’ the 
stricture; and insert ‘a small: piece of lunar 
caustic, but’ surrounding it’ every” where late- 
Yally by the substance of the bougie.’* »'This 
Mr. Home considers a very valuable” instru- 
ment, on account of the -facility and safety, 
_ with which it conveys the caustic to the stric- 
. ture; and, indeed, he adds, ** the quickness 
with which it passes, prevents any injury to the 
membrane; where it is accidentally brought to 
oppose it !7* 

iota! weeny 

Phere are, however, objections made to this 
iristrament of: those who think, that the facility 
with ‘which: a bougie ‘passes, depends upon 
the roundness of its point, and the smoothness 
ofits surface. ‘Some have even gone: so far, 
as’ to think: it the worst instrument. for the 


__ purpose, that: could ‘have been devised. This 


is ‘the -opinion of Mr. Whately, a great 
advocate’ for, the caustic, whose work shall be 
further noticed hereafter... His observations: 


“© Home, first edit. vol. I. p. 126. 
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-#re strong. vand . pointed. ..‘°,, Mor, my, own 
opart,” Jhe says, me think. that a worse,,mode 
‘ofapplying lunar caustic. to a stricture,,..in 
athe curved. partof. the..urethra,.; could .not 
ohave been.invented; every one, who, has,had 
“much ‘practice in passing ia; bougie.., into, the 
urethra; <knows,. that . unless.,2ts,»pornt, be 
pound;. and: :the whole bougie smooth, ;\it 
passes along, this canal with, great) diffignlty, 
-and. not without giving »)pain.*,. As, there- 
fore, the extremity of a bougie, thus prepared, 
“eannot be made round, 1 consider it, an. instra- 
“ritents ‘very cunfit..for the. purpose;),to) say 
nothing sof. 'the caustic stone, amonvintlnpe 
nave Bougies while inthe mrethra.’ 9p) 9iny, 
Ri MPR RI ABE WES, A . $ hee hee five eh’ 10% 
Sav "Phe: sipnare siti armed, ceikiiiadiien’ Mr. 
‘Home's ‘method, . is»applied to» they stricture 
“every other day, «wheresthe circumstances -of 
“the - ease,” and) thes feelings,,,ef; the patient 
dmit. In every <obstinate?,cases, pit. chas,, been 


ne 
* wits itt edit, p. 103. 


ae 
applied’ every day. |The» first) effect. produced 
‘by sit’ isthus“described: ** “As’soon ‘asthe 
caustic begins to act, the ‘surgeon ywho» makes 
‘the application ‘is‘made sensible of» it: by ‘the 
smaller arteries: of the parts ‘beating’ with un- 
‘sual iviolence;) whichis very distinctly felt by! 
‘the! finger. and thumb ‘that grasp the penis.’*” 
‘Tt eeds’no'remark,! that’ the -surgeon is not the’ 
only'' party, ‘under these!» circumstances, pate 
sensibleof its actions: of 9 sol meer 
api qathic erovdosl me, yatotsd 

‘The = plait ‘this: operation Pate differs: 
in almostevery: patient, «both» in degree and 
duration. In some it goes off ina few mi-- 
nutes, in others it remains many hours, and 
even the whole day. In several instances I 
have known it to produce diarrhoea; and in one 
person where this happened, it was five weeks 
before: I could venture to proceed with the 
“‘use.of the bougie., A. paroxysm of. fever, or 
‘an ague fit, as it is termed, .is a very fre-_ 


* Home, second edit. p. 164 
oS 
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quent.,oecurrence; | and ‘I _ have,,ofteni,»been: 
questioned; whether ‘the caustic: wasi strong 
enough,” | wherevit;faiued to» produce shivering 
Some haye been so-determined to be posed 
with whatywas:to make «hem well»'that: they: 
have., expressed ,the «utmost, disappointiment 
when:this did mot-take place. |: Nay,» we ‘find: 
on)jone . old: gentlemans: of .. seventy-sixjoethe | 
caustic produced::‘“:rather/a .warm andpléa- 
sant sensation.’* De gusiibus nonsestiidis=t 
putandum! Others, who were not: so fasci-. 
nated), have vather found:a;similiarityzof situa- 
tion; with that: tormented, hemi whom Milton; 
‘introduces : saying—» fy dt Soe 4k twonbenih 

ai we My tormentors, arm’d with deadly Hinge, 2° POL MT 
\- oot Mangle my apprehensive tenderest parts; « (. .) 9» 

'  Exasperate, exulcerate and raise 


- © Dire inflammation, ‘which no cooling herbie he 


‘* Nor medicinal. liquor can BD AgSnage rh  yeaidiay peauieds 
v cs we WW : Saeh a: | 


* When’ caustié is “employed withthe’ ifiten’” 
tidh -of “destroying” a ‘stricture, “it can “only” | 
accomplish that end, by inducing’ slough’ on* 


* ‘Home, second edit. p- 401. 


‘thie stiface”of ‘the ‘ménibane, or by producing 
ifleerati bf? of the’ part ; “the” extent of which 
miist depend on a Natiety’ of “citeumstances. 
Tehas been’ Raid, “that “the! twelfth } part of a 
eraili of “hitiay Caustic,” ‘GBkoduces” ‘a ‘slough 
tlie ize“ of a. seven"! shi ling | piece, * “and ‘the 
follwing | experiment is “recorded ‘by. Mr. 
(Ons 7) | aad 8 Kept the ‘armed. ‘bougie,. ‘as. it 
is ‘termed, ‘one - ‘mini ié"introduced into. the 
sheath,’ ‘or prepiice, of a ram ; “on “killing 
the animal’ on” RET wth ‘day, Ka found a 
deep "lowell? “oF dbibie thie diaiiieter of the 
caitsti employed, ‘alinost’ detached, ‘and leaving 
a ‘deep vulcer. “4° Tn” another place» We raid 
that,"«"i one application of the Tunat | cauts- 
tic, ‘to a’ “strietare, an’ impre Fession to ‘the’ depth 
ofan ‘eighth of an’ inch’ Seeined to have been 
hiade. One ‘application more: “Would have 
admitted the largest’ ‘bougie into the bladder: ai 
Mr. “Carlisle is of isi mai that this iste 


¢ an; iy ira Hi tS . ; 
2 Wnty first edit. p. 25. 
+ Letters on the ibaa Be aes) Se tee Wy een 


+ Ibid. p: 32. 


Seldom produces an eschar in. the urethra; but 
che adds, \“« When,. how ever, ;the caustic. has 
‘the effect of producing a slough, I. fear it.will 
-be found to extend, farther) than. the. surface 
touched; and a large part of the urethra wall 
mortify, so as’ to endanger the : life: of the pa- 

‘tient: This calamity,” he adds, ‘* 1. under- 
“stand, has happened | more frequently ,than is 
consistent with: the unlimited: ‘recommendation 
of. such remedies. 7) There are very few, I 
believe, who will not accord with this, feeling ; 
nor does the following, circumstance, detailed 
“by Mr. Home, tend to lessen it. ‘* There is,” 
“says Mr. He« -a substance which in ‘some 
cases comes away afler the application ‘of :the 
‘caustic, either the same day, or the day follow- 
“ing; it is dark coloured on the outside, and 
of a light colour within ; ‘is tubular, and: of 
different sizes. In general, the portions: are 
too small to afford any information respecting 
“it; but in one instance, I procured a portion 


* Med. and Phys., Journal. vol. HII. p. 290. » 
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tan inch: long, and have:preserved. it in-spints. 
iIt. is;-evidenittly. the; cuticular lining of. the 
urethra... There is sometimes;a succession of © 
these-cuticles brought away .:’*s I shall not dis- 
"pute whether this. successioniof cuticles, as, Mr. 
Home chuses, to callu:them, were really such, 
or-exudations, of; coagulated: lymph :thrown’out 
 bychigh\ inflammation; like ‘the: membrane: of 
the|trachea,) which(forms the croop. -. Inieither 
| case the patients; feelings must, I conceive, be 
sete unenyiable,,, sei l Diener OAlyS 
: .. Such are among. tba most. saheseens ineonve- 
somiences ;j which;.may;||be always) ‘apprehended 
«from 5 the ;intreduction, of the, lunar caustic ; 
but; we, shall'see. that - they. are, not» the worst. 
_oInflammation;; abscess,, strangury, retention 
»» ofurinesiand: hemorrhage,, are by no means 
uncommon, »<Mr:; Home mentions indeed only 
» two. cases,in »which.a swelling in the perineum 
ofellanied the. RAPRy Ruan of the caustic, It has 


ot 


* Home’s Obs. second edit. p. 171. 
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beenjmy! lot to meet {this~eivowmstance’ séveral 
tithes } Once invavease thal neavly te¥minated 
‘fatallysand toowhielioMe? Homeivas a witness. 
Thesubject was a gentléiman of respectability 
in the city, iwhovapplied to’ me! inthe “antutia 
of :18000°He: hadva: stricture: neal’ ‘the bulb 
of the: urethray: to ‘whieh; Poused: ia full-sized _ 
armed bougie.. {Two days’ afterwards it! was. 
repeated. ‘The next day ‘he sent.for? me’ in 
consequence ‘of :a“constant pait*iin' | the ‘part. 
where the caustic was applied. “In 'the’eyenin& 
he hada rigor; the pain increased; a swel-_ 
ling began to appear in!) the “pevinesurhy’ and 
his waterccame away with/ great difficulty’ in a 
veryismall stream} during ‘the night he qwas - 
somuch worse, as tovapply: tovhis physician. 
Ini the course of the succeeding. day*he con- | 
tinaed much’ in‘itheysarhe: state? butoon the | 
following morning’ was! so much Worse,” “that. 
iethought it prudent, itr consultation; oto pro. 
pose. farther ‘surgicaloassistance. » Mr/ Home 


was sent for, and when he arrived, the swel- 


~ os yy 5 
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ling: t.the? perineum hads very: ‘considerably: 
increased j,, » »Mr,(H.’s,\opinion, was 80> unfa+: 
vourable, that. he. recommended : “ane opening: 
into, the ‘tumor, ‘which Was accordingly: made, 
and a quantity, of foetid matter, mixed, with: 
urine escaped. This gave the patient Psome 
relief. ‘Poultices, and. fomentations, were; ap 
plied,,.and in, seven, or, eight days, the. patient: 
was., considered. out. of: danger; ‘The; urine 
howevers, peame, throughs, the: opening, for!) some) 
weeks; patter, which, the, sloughs: came, carays) 
and! the. parts healed,’ The) patient went to 
Bath,, and, rf} ‘believe, has since trusted: entively: 
1o the common, bougie fox the;alleviation, of : 
his, complaints: As similar ease’ occurred to! a. 
medical friend of mine,.efter the. third, appli-. 
cations of the. lunar» caustic, P Inflammation: 
came! on, agcompanied swith excessive pane iny | 
the. pant, and rigors, hie lange abscess formed. 
ifiothe perineum, anid the: gredtest ‘part of the. 
serotums slonghed: away, leayi ings thes testicles 
ere pares nj Sometinies each -aliscess has 


rs 


formed of Nees extent, ‘and opened itself into 
the. urethra, leaving a depending cavity,” from. 
which matter is constantly secreted. A’ case 
of this kind which I mentioned ‘formerly, 
remains a distressing malady tc to ‘this day. 


~ ‘That those who are afflicted with strie- 
tures, are liable to ‘inflammation, from ex-) 
posure to wet, and a variety of other’ causes; 
is well known; or, that this event may’ arise 
from mere inattention, or improper ’ ‘conduct: 
on the part of the patient. Can ‘we then’ 
doubt, that it may be produced by caustic : 
application, even in the hands of the “most 
skilful surgeon ? It is no uncommon occur- 
rence for the armed bougie to burn through 
the Stricture, and some distance into: the | 
corpus cavernosum in a straight line. 1 am 
aware that’ Mr. Hunter has not only noticed 
such an event, but treated it as a. matter of | 
little consequence; * it does,” "gays he, as. 
much good as if had penedd-ints the bladder: 


= 
he adds, for ‘Ihave: known sé¥veral cases, 
where the bougie appeared to havaythe same" 
effect, as if it had passed: on to. the bladder. 2 
When Mr. Hunter published this opinion, 
he could have seen no instances: of ill conse- 
quences. arising from thus destroying a part of, 
-the corpus eavernosum. | But can we scruple 


to refer many serious hemorrhages to such an. 


“accident? to, cite ds KA 


“The: ‘circumstances attending a return of 
this ‘complaint, after the cure by. caustic, are 
always ‘of. an aggravated nature, and admit of 
very Tittle relief. J have a man now under my” 
care, who was ‘relieved three years ago by. the 
lunar. ‘caustic, von whom the smallest size 
bougie can “only he. passed, “nor: does. the 
rigidity of the stricture seem in the least to’ 
yield. Mr. Whately has witnessed these. 
ef ects | in ‘many of Mr. Hoime’ s patients ; one 
of whieb, as he states it, was eraly distressing. 


>| * Hunter on the tatecteali p. 127. 


E 


a~ * 


- 


26. 


Mr. Home had succeeded after fifty very painful 
applications of the caustic, in procuring a 
passage for his bougie into the bladder; “ but 
in. Jess. than twelve months: the stricture had 
again so increased, that it was with difficulty 
a. fine hougie could be passed through it; and 
the. patient was. in extreme misery, from 
frequent and painful cod caobicns of urine,” * 
Dr. Andrews mentions the case of a patient 
who had six strictures, which were removed 
by. fifty-four applications of the caustic. In 
twelve months four of them returned, and 
were again: destroyed ae fifteen applications 
of the caustic. + 


I have seen two cases of this, kind lately: 
which terminated fatally. One. ina gentle: ii 
_man about thirty years of age, who-resided i ian 
Cambridgeshire, and whom I accidentally saw ; 
in September, 1809, while on professional 
business in the neighbourhood. The disease 
was of ten years standing. He was first under 


‘* Whately, p. 114. + Andrews’s Obs. p. 116. 
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the care of a surgeon in London, who sed 
the armed bougie, and cured him. Three 
years afterwards the stricture returned, when 
he consulted the medical professors of the 
‘university. In 1808 he again came to town, 
and was attended by a surgeon of eminence, 
a public teacher, from whose Judgment and 
skill, an intimacy of many years enables me 
to assert, that he must have received all the 
alleviation which the naturé of the case would - 
admit, and all the advantages a judicious 
‘application of caustic could produce. He had 
however a second time returned home, giving 
up every hope, and trusting to the daily use 
of a small catgut bougie, by the aid of which, 
with difficulty and much straining, he voided 
his urine. The first strictire was at about 

ri three inches, but the chief’ disease was at four 
. ig inches and a half, with considerable thickening 

| continuing to the perineum. By using the 

warm bath, and fomentations, and occasionally 
. * small quantity of mercurial ointment, the 


thickening of the perineum became lessened, 


28 

and three months after he wrote to-me, “ that 
the irritation was less, and that he made water. 
with comparative ease.’’—'These | favourable 
appearances, -however, were of. short duration. 
Less than a» fortnight after receiving’ this 
letter, I was suddenly: called upon! by a near 
relation of his, who requested me: to ‘visit: him 
in the neighbourhood of Cambridge. Before. 
my arrival he had had the advice. and: assist- 
of. Mr. Okes, and Sir: Busicke. Harwood) of 
the university. .'The urethra had) given way 
_ near the bladder; the urine was diffused over 
the scrotum,. extending up to the pubes—and. 
in two days after he died. re 


The mischievous consequences arising from 
the.application of an extra quantity of caustic » 
is very forcibly illustrated by Mr. Whately, im ° 
some cases of stricture within a quarter of an 
inch of ‘the external orifice of the urethra; 
and in which the progress could be accurately 
traced.  ‘* In one of these cases (says Mr. Wi) 
I applied a larger quantity of lunar caustic, 
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than I have usually employed.” "Fhis produced* 
a considerable ‘slough’; part» of “which was’ 

wery: visible."The application ‘of ‘the caustic 
was ‘followed by a’ discharge, ‘attended’ with: 
considerable ‘inflammation, around the erifice- 
of theeurethra, ‘and an uncommon tenderness 
and) irritability’ inthe’ strictured part. «‘The* 

_ stricture was. at: first. enlarged ‘by ‘the “caustic, ‘ 
but iin: a few ‘days it began to contract again; 
and, im the course of a week; the contraction’ 
was'’so' great, as not to admit a bougie of’ 
much more than half the size it: received” » 
before the» application’ of the ¢austic: Ten: | 
deavoured to prevent the:contraction from? be- 
coming permanent by passing a bougie daily, 
and afterwards by directing one of these in- 

struments to be) worn for acertain length of 
time every day; but) such was the wncoinmon © 
irritability of ‘the part; that in the mean: time © 
the irritation! and: secretion» were kept up, so° 
as to prevent a perfect cicatrization, and the © 
parts were not restored to their former quiet 


state, till nearly a month after this single 


e 


application of the caustic. When the irrita- 
tion ceased, I expected that the stricture would 
return to the state in which-I found it before 
the caustic was applied; but in this I was dis- 
appointed; it was much narrower, and w ould 
not admit so large a hougie as I had ‘then 
passed.”* After this the stricture was touched 
with kali purum, but without any amend- 
ment. ‘The same consequences followed in 
another case, from an extra quantity of kali 


purum. 


From the circumstances attending these ex- 
periments, we may easily conceive what effects 
a large piece of lunar caustic, when left in 
the urethra, might produce. We are told, 
how ever, that this is an accident of very little 
consequence. Dr. Andrews, says, “it is a 
fact of considerable importance. to be known, 
that if the caustic should get loose, and be 


left in the urethra, it is not productive of 


* Whately; pil Weekes * + 
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inconvenience.” * It would have added greatly 
to the tmpor tance of the fact, if Dr. A. had 


heen more minute in apis statement. 


Tt has been. said, that the hemorrhage, 
which sometimes ensues after the ‘application 
of caustic, 1s more alarming than dangerous. 
For ‘the extent, however, to which it con- 
as tinues, I need. only refer to the common. ex- 

perience of every sur eon who has used the 
caustic, and even to Mr. Home’s treatise. In 
the perusal of which, we often meet with 
passages like the following---“ the parts bled 
freely ;’ "2. it continued for hours ;’ *iés the: 
quantity lost. we supposed to be several 
pounds.” + In one case itis observed, “ the 
bleeding and pain continued several days.” 
These are incidents not regarded as objections 
to the practice ; nay, to view them with indif- 
ference, is considered by some, as a proof 
“of cool and steady conduct.” | Much ouglit 


* Andrews’s Obs. p. 125. + Home, p. 325—464. 
= Andrews’s Obs. p. 102-109...» 
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these gentlemen to applaud the steady and 
cool practice nF Ambrose Parey in curing the 
callous stricture. He « excoriated and tore” 
them by a leaden catheter, with a rough but- 
ton ai the end Jike a round file. This was 
thrust up and down the urethra, as long, as 
was necessary for the ‘* breaking and tearing” 
the callous; and the “ surgeon”? was particn-. 
larly recommended to let the, paxts thus torn, 
« bleed freely, so to ease the affected part.’ Fo 


It is admitted, however, * that if it. (hemor-. 
rhage) was, in a. great proportion of cases,. 
to terminate fatally, it would then :be a strong: : 
objection to the practice; but this (in a great, 
proportion, of cases): we donot find by) any 
means to be true.” ‘This would, indeed, be 
a very strong argument. against, the. practice ; 
but if the instances are fewer, is the objection j 
-a weak one? . They. are surely’ more. than: 
enough to justify Mr. Whately, in -complain- « 


ing ed the de shis with which sepint ‘objections : 


* aaenbliae Parey, Lib. 19. p. 744. 
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are treated, as well as expressing his astonish 
ment, at the coolness with which a surgeon 
views a chamber-pot full of blood, and the 


ease with which he calls for another vessel.* 


~The frequency of this occtirrence might have 
been expected, from the structure of the cor- 
pls spongiosum, and the thinness of its par- 
tition from the mucous surface of the urethra. 
This reflexion was with me soon confirmed 
by the events already enumerated, and which 
determined me very early to trust to milder 
means. Though I have not to lament a fatal 
_ terinination’ in any instance from this cause, 


yee I cannot ras vee much painful anxiety 


$« 
oo 


* I cannot help on this occasion reciting an instance of this 
coolness, which occurred i in a family attended by a medical 
acquaintance of mine. A gentleman sent his footman in 
great haste after a:surgeon, who had a few hours before been, 
applying the lunar caustic pretty freely. He delivered a 
message to this effect—* Sir, my master desires his compli-. 
ments to you, and begs you will come to his valet, who has 
filled a wash-hand bason full with blood since you left him.” 
To, which the following cool answer was returned. “Go 
back and tell your master, that by the time he has filled 
another, I may perhaps be with him!” 


F 


from the apprehension of it. In one case;_ 
after the eighth application of the cansticy\von 
withdrawing the bougie I was instantly covered 
with blood, which came out, with a jet, nearly 
equal to the flow of urine. Whatever those 
accustomed to such accidents may think of it, 
_ I must confess myself greatly alarmed. As this 
happened in my own. house,. it was the more 
embarrassing: pressure and cold applications 
were used in vain; nor was it till after some 
hours that the patient could be. carried» home 
in a sedan chair. The bleeding continued, at 
intervals, for several - days; and it was. five 
months before my patient, who was foreman in 
a manufactory, recovered strength sufficient to 
resume his station. In another case, repeated 
hemorrhages had taken place, but. had gene- 
rally ceased after a few hours. One day, how- 
ever, the blood continued to flow SO copiously, 
that I was sent for, and Mr. Heaviside at the 
same time. Iced water was recommended, 
and pressure made on the part; by these 


means the. bleeding was at length stopped. 
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The man rémained in a very feeble state for 
‘a long time, nor did I think it prudent to use 
ihe armed bougie on him afterwards. Another 
‘case was a gentleman under my: care, in the 
autumn | of 1808. He came to town with a 
friend under the ‘same circumstances, who 
‘was recommended to a surgeon ‘of ereat and 
‘deserved reputation, but perhaps too partial 
to caustic. "The invalids frequently com- 
‘pared: notes, and-I ‘had the details of the 
«bleeding and pain,” which sometimes caused 
‘a suspension of operations for many. days. 
Were it necessary, 1 could enumerate many 
7 other: -instances, “in: which: the hemorrhage 
equalled what is related of the preceding cases, 
but the fact. is too, notorious to requireit. . Of 
its: importance. every man can judge for: him- 
self... And, however far habit: may: teach a 
surgeon, to regard these circumsiances with 
indifference, he will not so easily succeed in 
making the’ patient, or his friends; believe, 
there is no danger, or that extreme debility is 


a matter of no consequence. 
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. It has been the fate of Mr. Hunter, that 
whilst his discoveries have been universally 
admired, and his doctrines. very generally 
admitted, his name has been made a passport 
for practices in direct opposition to his wri- 
tings. Mr. Hunter states three cases ‘only, in. 
which he considers the application of caustic 
to be justifiable: * «* First, where the stricture 
is so tight as not to admit the smallest bougie 
to pass. Secondly, where the orifice in the 
stricture is not in a line with the urethra. 
Thirdly, where the passage has been obliter- 
ated by disease, and the urine passed by fistule 
in permeo. The first very rarely occurs,’’ 
says Mr. Hunter, “ for if the passage in the 
stricture, be in a line with the general canal, 
a small bougie will commonly pass, and 
although it may not readily do so upon every 
trial, it will be sufficient to make way for 
another bougie, and THAT IS ALL THAT Is 


wanTepD.” Mr. Hunter was fully aware of 


~ * Hunter, p. 126.> 
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the danger and uncertainty attending the 
_second: I am informed by Dr. Adams, that 
he used to exhibit’ in his lectures,’ a prépara- 
tion in which, by the use of a common bougie, 
a new passage had been made to a certain 
extent,} between the bladder and rectum. 
Had this case, he remarked, been treated with 
caustic, the false passage would only have 
been lengthened. It is evident, indeed, | Mr, 
Hunter considered the remedy in the two latter 
states of the urethra, as only a forlorn hope, 
when he Says, that in cases of this sort, he has 
succeeded beyond his expectation. 'To the ordi~ 
nary cases\of stricture, the application of this 
violent remedy, must of course be more objec- 
tionable. “We are told, that some trifling 
strictures have been removed by two applica- 
tions of it, and some even by one. But to 
such cases as these, was it at all necessary ? 
The impediment which usually constitutes a : 
recent stricture, is the contraction of a slender 


piece of the inner membrane of the urethra, 
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only a few lines in thickness, which may be 
overcome by a slight mechanical. force. | That 
the armed hougie is not in the least adapted - 
for removing an obstruction ‘of any. exent, 
must be equally obvious. It could only act 
upon the anterior part of the stricture, without 
a prospect of burning the whole extent of the 
contraction. “ Even could we imagine,” ob- 
serves an ingenious author, “ that it had this 
power; our judgment and common sense 
would revolt at the doctrine of this being the 
proper plan to be pursued.” In all the other 


cases of obstruction, as tumors, enlargement 


of the corpus spongiosum, &c. it must be 


equally inefficacious and improper.* ‘To a 
gentleman, with whom I was well acquainted, 
it was. applied upwards of fifty times, to a 
supposed stricture near the neck of the bladder. 
When he died, the obstruction was discovered 
,to have arisen from an enlarged prostate gland. 


The caustic had eaten an inch into the sub- 


* First Lines of the Practice of Surgery, p. 429. 
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stance of the gland. Many instances of a 
similar kind might be enumerated but it is 
not necessary, as they apply more to a want 
of professional discrimination, than to the 


point in discussion. 


I shall now take leave of the armed bougie, 
‘fully and cordially agreeing in the opinion 
entertained by many others, that it is the most 
objectionable mode of applying caustic: —at 
the same time acknowledging the obligation 
we are under to Mr. Home, for the industry 
and talents with which, it must be universally 
admitted, he has elucidated a difficult, and 
important point of surgery. 


in 1801, Mr. Whately’s book, to which I 
have so frequently referred, made its appear- 
ance. In this he ‘proposed to obviate every 
inconvenience, by securing a small quantity of 


pewdered lunar caustic, at the end of a bougie, 


AO 
by means of common glue, which, when suffi- 
ciently hardened, ‘was covered with a thin 
coating of bees wax. A plan, similar to this, 
has been recommended by Mr. Sherwin. He 
advises powdered lunar caustic to be applied to 
the stricture, by means of a whalebone bougie, | 
having a small depression at the point, in’ 
which the caustic is to be retained, by adhe- 


sive plaister, or any other viscous substance. | 


The advantages attending the bougie, pre- 
- pared in this manner, are thus described by 
Mr. Whately. —“< In the: first place,” says 
he, “ the bougie may be of any size; and 
may be readily passed into, or a little beyond, 
such strictures as are extremely narrow. Se- 
condly, from the protection afforded by the 
wax coating, no part whatever of the caustic 
touches the sides of the urethra, in it’s passage 
to the stricture. Thirdly, a determinate quan- 
tity of caustic may be applied with certainty. 
Fourthly, the caustic cannot be separated from 
the bougie. Fifthly, the caustic may be made 


~~ 
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toact on the whole surface. of,.the stricture at 
each application... Sixthly, where. there. are. 
more strictures than one, the caustic. may. be- 
directed and, confined in,its action. Seventhly, 
fixing the caustic with glue has, this additional 
recommendation ;, we can attach, it with safety 
to the. very extremity of the bougie, and there- 
by apply it with more. certainty to an imper- 
- vious,stricture,:,than..is."practicable, with the 


common armed hougie.* 


However, these seven reasons, so systema-. 
tically arranged,. .are» insufficient to support. 
the improved ‘practice, more. than three years. 
For in the year 1804, a more efficacious, less. 
painful.and. hazardous, remedy, .is. proposed. 
This remedy is the kali purum, or pure potass, 
once. called. lapis infernalis;. and still in com- 
mon.use for making. the. deepest slough. . At, 
first.sight it appears strange, that, the. most 
ungovernable of the whole, fraternity of caus 
-aociadiegpadees: Whately, first edit. p. 68. “ 
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tic substances, should turn out to bean ** easy, 
mild, efficacious remedy.” ‘The reader, per- 
haps, may be a little inclined to sceptieism on 
this point, particularly if he should. happen to 
recollect, that Mr. Home holds, and that Mr. 
Whately once held, nearly the same language 
concerning the lunar caustic. But we are in- 
formed, that the kali purum acts upon differ- - 
_ ent principles. It is true, the lunar caustic 
takes off the cuticular lining of the urethra ; 
not so the kali purum—that only abrades—.- 
and the degree of abrasion is, moreover, under 
the control of the operator, whose business 
seems to be, to affect a sort of chemical com- 
_ bination between the disease and the remedy. 
- ‘The mode of proceeding is as follows:—A 
bougie is chosen just large enough to enter the 
stricture with some degree of tightness; at the 
round end of which a small hole is to be. made 
with a‘pin; ‘into which a small portion. of kali 
- purum, less than half the size of the smallest 
pin’s head, is to be placed; the hole is then: 
to be contracted ,by the fingers, and the re- 


} AS 
maining vacancy filled up with hog’s lard. 
The operator having oiled it, is to pass it by a . 
gentle motion to the anterior part of the stric- 
-~ ture, where it is to be kept for a few seconds, 
until the caustic begins to dissolve. It is then 
to be pushed forward about one eighth of an 
inch, and there retained a second or two, and — 
then carried forward through the stricture. By 
this means, the kali being diffused’ over every 
part of the strictured surface, produces a slimy 
substance, compounded probably of the kali, 
the abraded matter of the stricture, and the 
oil and lard used in the operation. In this 
manner, says Mr. Whately,* the kali pene- 
trates, and dissolves the hard and diseased sur- 
face of a stricture, with a fac ility, which no 
other remedy, that can ‘be safely applied, will 
equally do. — The safety, however, of this 
remedy, can only consist. in the smallness of 
the portion of the kali directed to be used; 
» for if is hardly to be supposed, if employed 


* Whately, second edit. p. 57. 
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efficaciously as a caustic, that it should prove 


_ less injurious, or objectionable, than the lunar. 


_ Having offered these general remarks on the 
dangers and disadvantages of the application 
of caustic in these complaints, I shall now pro- 
ceed to investigate the merits of, and objec: 
tions’ to, the common bougie; first reminding 
the reader, that this is only a comparative 


y iew. 


Mr. Hunter, with his usual candour, rey 
marks, ‘‘ The bougie, with its application, is 
perhaps one of the greatest improvements in 
‘surgery, which the last thirty or forty years 
have produced.” *—-Daran was the first who 
improved and brought it to perfection. Til 
his time the treatment of strictures made little . 
progress. ‘The reputation he acquired, by 


what he called medicated bougies, is well 


* Hunter on the Venereal Diseases second edit. p. 116. 
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known; and however absurd his reasoning on 


the disease and remedy may be, yet to his 


success it must be admitted, we owe the gene- 


ral adoption of the common bougie. 


The principal objections now made to a 


practice, introduced by Mr. Hunter, with so- 


well merited an eulogium, are, first, that the 


eure is not so permanent as that made by 


caustic. Secondly, that the irritable state of - 


the stricture is kept up and even increased by 
it.—With respect to the first and most. formi- 
dable objection, it would certainly be a pre- 


sumptive argument against the use: of. the 


bougie, if it failed oftener in this respect, 


than any other remedy; but this is at least 
doubtful, and we know that the consequence 
of a return, after the use of caustic, is a stric- 


ture of a more permanent’ and aggravated 


nature. — But admitting, that it did return 


oftener, it would then remain to be considered, 
whether it would not be better to submit to 
the return of a complaint, which could be 


A6 


relieved by the’milder ‘means, than secure the 
chance only of a longer respite by so painful, 
and sometimes, so dangerous ~ remedy? In 
-many instances we too well know, that the 
remedy is more injurious than the disease, and 
the patient.is advised to submit to an evil,’ the 
yconvenience of which is ascertained, rather 
than risk the danger of loading himself with 
ereater and uncertain ills. It is a melancholy, 
but an undeniable fact, that where the disease 
has existed a long time, no person is safe. from. 
a return, whatever: methods may have been 
resorted to-in his cure. Mr. Hunter, who well 
knew the value of the ‘caustic; tells us} ** as. 
strictures are diseases that commionly recur, 
rio man who has ever had a stricture, and is 
cured of it, should rely onthe cure as lasting, 
but'should always be prepared for a return.’’* 
This opinion and experience of Mr. Hunter’s, 
like many othidys from the same source, does 
‘not seem to be shaken by any subsequent dis- 
coveries, uh 4 | 


J Du as 


* Hunter, p. 124. 
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In answer to the second objection agains: 
the bougie, that the irritable state of a stric- 
ture is kept up or increased, and that swelled 
testicle is sometimes produced; may we not ask, 
whether the same or greater inconveniences 
would not have happened from the armed 
bougie? It should be recollected, the me- 
chanical part of the instrument is the same 


in both instances ;. the only difference between 


them is, that one has. the addition of a stimu. — 


lating substance attached to it, which does not 
alter the shape or texture of the bougie. May 
we not rather attribute these inconveniences, 
when they do occur, to the injudicious manner 
in which the bougie was introduced. How 
often do we see. surgeons attempt to force a 
full sized bougie down the urethra, before 
_ they know whether the smallest can pass. Nor 
- js this to be wondered at, when it is notorious, 
that the same want of caution is often shewn 
in examinations for the stone, and the iron 


sound is passed into the bladder without any 


- 


’ 
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previous investigation of the state of the ure- 
thra, 


Supposing, however, these derangements do 
occasionally occur, what are they in. the. ba- 
‘lance against the mischiefs, that are admitted 
to arise from caustic?, With respect to. the 
irritation and. spasm. sometimes met with in 
strictures, I. have seen. Mr. Howard’s obser- 
vations verified in many cases, where the symp- 
toms have been.greatly relieved by the bougie 
remaining in the. anterior. part of the. passage, 


for a few hours... 


.The. following. is. that Gentleman’s. account 
of. the. spasm. which. occasionally takes place. 
*« ‘This disposition to contraction,’”’ says he, 
“<.originates from. the stricture. itself, and 
- thence extends. gradually to the : bladder and 
contiguous » parts, and anteriorly, «in a less . 
degree, to.the urethra. To overcome or. mo-. 
derate this propensity in the first instance, 
there isa necessity for the means of producing 


AQ 

aiiédyne’ relaxation, which need ‘hot “be re 
peated. The second réiiedy for counteracting 
this obsticle,’ is’ to Wilate’ the ‘passage ‘with a 
bougie': the simplé introduction of which Will 
give the’ parts on ‘this’ side ‘the stricture; ‘the 
stri¢tuté ' itself) and” thé” neck’ of” the ‘bladdet 
beyond it, a disposition to open: “And it is’a 
singular’ fact, that” it ‘will frequently do “this, 
‘although it’be impossible to pass the stricture’; 
dnd 'wwhen the irritability of the urethra at that 
part'is"8o great, ‘that’ it cannot: ‘béar’ the con- 
tact of thé extremity of ‘the bougie. Wearing 
a few inches’ of ‘this application in’ the anterior 
part of ‘the’ passage only, for a few’ hours 
every day, will ‘Sometimes mitigate’ the symp 
tonis, “and ‘diminish both the difitulty ‘and pain’ 
of discharging the ‘water, fore particularly 
when the urethra’‘is coy" tender,” or bei ‘Con- 
tracted. BE) PESTOT BORE) BTR RSS By 


“~ 


tt has been the practice with some surgeons 


_,* Howard’s Observations on the Venereal Disease, vol, III. 
p. 158. 
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to force a full-sized bougie through a stricture,. 
that only allowed a small one to pass. With 
this view metallic bougies are sometimes used., 
The late. Mr. Cruickshank was, in the habit of 
employing a. lange, silver probe for this, pur- 
pose. By this mode of proceeding, the stric- 
ture must either be torn, or violently stretched, 
so as to destroy. its contractile power, inde- 
pendent , of. the, inflammation .that would, pro- 
bably ensue. , I have, known the catheter, used 
with considerable, violence to break down an 
obstruction, .and repeated for, several ‘days. 
This had, been, practised. on a patient whom 
I saw some time ago. The. stricture certainly 
was. broken through, and a full-sized, bougie 
passed into ‘the bladder ; but the. urethra was 
in such an irritable state, as to keep him 
in. constant... dread of making water , for 
months afterwards. Such rough treatment as 
this, does not differ many degrees from. the 
practice already objected to. How can we so 
soon forget that mild practice which was sanc- 


tioned by more than thirty years experience? 


} 6) 
“The bougie,” says’ Mr. Hunter, “should 
be increased in size, according to the facility 
with which the stricture dilates, ‘and the ease 
with which the patient bears the dilatation. If 
the parts are very firm, ‘or very irritable, the 
‘increase of the size of the bougie should be 
slow, gradually stealing upon the parts, and 
allowing them to adapt their structure to the 
increaséd ‘size.’ * This is well expressed’ by 
a French writer, who ‘describes this gradual 
stealing upon the parts, as effected by’ “ little 
and little.” <“ La meilleure ‘méthode est ‘d’in- 
troduire dans la verge dés bougies qui par leur 
volume et leur fermeté puissent écarter peu a 
peu les parois ‘dé Puretre, et en mame teins 
ramollir et relacher ses fibres."f 7) 
‘The time “a bougie should remain in the 
| passage, must’ be determined ‘by the feelings 
of the patient. But the use of it should not 
be Jaid aside for some months after it passes 
ee Hunter, p. 121. / 
+ Cours de Chirurgie, vol. IV. p. 166. 
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with facility: as the same author.:remarks, . 
 quoiqu’on urine: a plein. canal, il, ne. faut. 
pas laisser, de continuer l’usage -des,, bougies.. 
tous les jours pendent quelques ‘heures, en- 
‘suite, .toytes les. semaines, .et enfin. tous, les - 


> 


mois.’’ * 


The good effects of frequently and) gently 
stretching a.,constricted part, is. not confined 
to the urethra. .By. way of analogy, it 1s. 
worth remark,, that the same. relief, is experi-. 
- enced in contractions of the cesophagus and 
rectum. A woman applied.to me.on account 
of an obstruction in her.throat, producing a 
total inability to, swallow any solid substance. 
Her father some years before had died of the 
same complaint. ne probang was introduced, in 
order to ascertain in what part of the cesopha- 
gus the stricture was. When it arrived at the 
obstacle, the woman. was -very. desirous: it 
should be pushed. through by force. . Several 


* Cours de Chirurgie, vol. IV. p. 167. 
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attempts were,' however, “made invain: at 
last the woman ‘déclared she felt the’ part: give 
way, when:she applied her hands to thé probe, | 
and: forced: it through. - She was’ afterwards 
furnished with’ a proper bowgie, by thé daily 
and frequent use of which, in afew months” 
she recovered perfectly. I have seen several 
cases; of a similar’ nature, ‘considerably re- 
lieved'-by: these means.’° Mr:° Home records — 
one case of a lady, “nineteen years of age, 
“who-was: perfectly: cured’ by it: ‘Cases of 
schirro-contracted rectuin, as it ‘is ‘sometimes 
improperly called, are perpetually relieved in - 
this way ; nor do°I-recollect a single author . 
who has the ‘hardiness to propose ‘caustic in 
this disease. »Mr? Samuel Sharp,’ with many 
others*of equal celebrity, was of-opinion that 
the «mere ‘stretching’ a° constricted * part, was 
- not ‘only equal to ‘procure an abatement of 
symptoms, ‘but to effect a etre.’ Speaking of 
obstructions ‘ofthe urethra, he ‘observes, ** It 
is very remarkable,-in regard to many of these 


strictures, that the symptoms arising from 
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them shall be extenuated by acting against the 
stricture; that is to say, by introducing a 
bougie big enough to distend the urethra, the 


painfulness of the stricture shall cease, and 


_ the strangury shall abate, so that a man who 


is accustomed to make water every hour, shall, 
by wearing a hougie, retain it three or four 
hours.” * But every advocate of the caustic 
practice, must pay deference to the opinion of . 
Mr. Hunter, «whose language alimost: in’ ’the 
passage in which he recommetids : the caustic, 
is as decided as it is cautions.” “ Jf says ‘he; 
the case’ is such as to admit the end ofa 
small bougie to pass; let it be ever so small; 


the eure is then in our power.’ +- 


»The late’ Mr. John Howard, whose obser- 
vations’on the venereal disease, appeared'after 
Mr. Hunter’s’ publication, strongly réecom- 
mends the use’ of the bougié. His work’ is 
dedicated to Mr. saad to whom he had the 


“+ ” Critical inauiey, p- 145. 
¥ Hunter, p. 118. 
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good. fortune to be confidential assistant for 
many years, And as the facts contained in 
the work,..and: reflections arising from sthem, 
occurred during that period, it is.a fair infer- 
ence; that. this practice. was approved by Mr: 
Potter sjacatl bodeiaiaw stom ¢ 

Mr. Heward relates.several cases of reten- 
tion of urine, arising: from stricture, and: re- 
lieved by the bougie, under the direction of 
Mr. Pott. .Invone. case. of a-gentleman, fifty 
years of age, Sir Cesar Hawkins, Mr. Adair, 
and Mr. Pott, were the consulting surgeons; 
when it. was agreed, that the bougie should: be 
used, after a preparation by the warm: bath, 
&c. Mr. Howard continues the history as 
follows :—‘‘ Although the disposition to. con- 
traction.in’ the urethra jin:this case was strong, — 
yet the irritability of the parts was not great; : 
and he bore the introduction so:well; that»I 
was soon enabled to pass the bougie night and 
morning. ‘The seat of ‘the disease was in the 
bulbous and membranous ‘parts of the urethra. 
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In“'three ‘weeks a‘ very considerable progress 
‘towards the ‘bladder was made, ‘and’ in’ propor- 
“tion to this progress, so-his symptoms lessened. 
“He ‘had less¢mucus in his urine ; the’ pain, 
‘Zrritation; and- frequent ‘desire’ to émpty the | 
-pladder were ereatly diminished,” he slept bet- 


ter, ‘and wad ‘evidently mended as tovhis gene- 


‘ral “health. ~'Three: weeks ‘after the’ firsts a 
second consultation was held!” passed a’ bou- 
‘gie, and the gentlemen were all’ f ‘pinion, 
‘as’ well. as myself, that it«had’ entered ‘the 
‘bladder.’ There ‘was, however,’ a circuinstarice 
‘still continuing, which was remarkable, namely, 
‘the disposition’ in the urethra? to’ contract on’ 
the bougie. Upon ‘this Sir’ Cesar*Hawkins 
observed, that the medicine the- patient had 
‘been for some time taking, ‘namély;”the ‘bark,’ 
would frequently have the effect of increasing 
this disposition ;*"and he said” fiirther, there 
"was every reason to suppose, from ‘the'rapidity’ 
‘of the cure, that notwithstahding ‘the’ lengthy 
of. time the complaint had remained; the nn 

were not much: diseased. tosadkaom B 


BT 


Petr vee 
_ sof dt was. in. the, month of : August, .when. 
Mr. Pott: generally, went. out, of .town,, that 
this. gentleman, .among other. patients, was 
: left under my care. I. was not a little sur- 
prized.to find that .the symptoms, although 
greatly lessened, did not go off upon the bou- 
gie (as we all supposed) entering the bladder, 
but Ljsoon’ found ,L.had a. further progress. to 
make; and luckily, having. neither,an irita- 
ble. patient; -nor..a diseased .prostate in the 
“Ways othe, obstacle ..was. overcome, aud. the 
vbougie,..at length, finally got into the bladder ; 
ssupon this, the. symptoms,.soon ceased, the 
parts,,recovering. their. long lost. action, and 
the: patient his former health.” * op... 4. 
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_ dn. another. case, the patient was, relieved | 
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by the warm bath and opium, but refused any 

further, assistance, ‘“ Although,” says Mr. H. — 

_ #¢-this gentleman knew he had a stricture, and — 

‘that. his. life. had. been, put to, the hazard, yet 
MEG adr Srinieniy bed i ouldnwee wae? Sorc ’ 
_* Howard on the Yenereal Disease, vol. aM P igs on 
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he wouldnot submit ‘to ‘use. the only means 
that could possibly serve eset inane 
—I MEAN THE Bovern.’”’*~ 

gis iat LG JRA SUe ee. Aa Oa Tie UL 
“Mr. Howard afterwards ial an appen:+ 
dix to his’ treatise, and in'aclear and concise 
manner stated his opinions of the new :prac- 
tice ; before the introduction of which; he had 
long been acewstomed: ‘to. -cure, by» far’ the 
greater ‘nimber of strictures, without the use 
of caustic;* nor does*he see!any reasom for 
using it, when the disease may be relieved with 
certainty in the old way. But it may, he con- 
ceives, be adopted under certain modifications, 
when the other method has failed): Even then, 
however, the application should be confined 
to strictures in the anterior part of the urethra; 
and ‘the ‘cure finished: by the ‘bougie ‘alone. 
"This he’ contends for as a leading «principle; 
‘adding, that “many ‘thousands’ of) persons. 
‘Have not only been relieved, soasito pass their 


* Howard on the Venereal Disease,» voli lV: p- 154. 
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lives comfortably, -but cured by. the old method 
er et ape dary TN: Anis 
ye 0 ea@uro gaat ERIE ee 
ue 1. shall-x not detain the reader - by i ee 
him: to more-authorities,in-favour of the simple 
bougie. | ~ They are)almost.as numerous. as th¢ 
writers! on stricture, with the ‘exception. only 
of. those ofew, ‘who conceive they have im 
proved upon, or been. peculiarly. successful in 
the -application of the, caustic... Among, the 
latier, Jy cannot omit: some, further notice of 
MaiWhatelyii sucieedeisee tases ov isan» 
Moh onosa hig vlevemibis diner ni Bia 
‘his gentleman we shall ola atone. time, 
sonbiderdd-> the: common bougie. as.e much 
more-efficacious, as well» as-.safen, instrument, 
_MrieHome: Whatever: advantages. may be_ 
derived from: Mr. Whately’s improvement, ono 
one, I) conceive, would-be hardy, enough. to 
propose.a caustic of any kind, ifthe -common 


- 


\. * Howard, Appendix, yp.)427. 
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bougie may ‘answer the’ purpose. Inthe first. 
edition vof ‘that: gentleman’s work, is the fol+ 
lowing passage: — “° Every ‘one, acquainted: 
with the use of bougies, knows their ‘salutary. 
effects in all ‘recent strictures; “nor ‘are’ they 
Jess useful in a considerable number -of those 
of longer standing; in many of which, only — 
the smallest -bougie can at first -be» passed: 
Even in these habits where the bougie irritates: 
at first, and cannot’ be kept in the passage for 
any length of time together, it. is surprising 
to observe what may be done, by persevering 
cautiously and: judiciously in» its use. And 
although the cure. of strictures by bougies: is. 
not always certain, yet, in many instances; 
the complaint does not.return for'a number <of 
years, although’ no other means be employed 
for its removal... I have: dilated strictures ‘of 
the worst kind, by: the common bougie, .where 
the patients have remained: well for five, and 
even ten years.” i) ke 4 ipa r segtryaths 


* Whately, firstedit.p.68. 
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_»Most ‘of Mr. "Ws eases confirm:these obser-; _ 
vations, particularly the first; part of which J. 
shall’ take» the liberty of quoting +‘A:man; 
aved:forty-six, had: a severe gonorrheasin ithe; 
year 1770; for the cure: of which ‘he used no: 
injections» The: gleet: (ashe called it;):conr 
timued fortwo years; and them ceased: About 
twelve years afterwards,» he -perceived:the: first 
symptoms of a! stricture in the:urethra p which 
an the course of :years» increased:so much, that 
ato was; with: difficulty ‘he could ::make»water. 
Atithis\time he applied :to me. By an-exami- 
‘nation with a: bougie,:I found a stricture near 
the: bulb but so:much contracted’ ‘as:not’ to 
suffer:'the ‘finest bougie, I could procure, to 
go through iti: However, ‘Ivpassed one: as far 
as'the »strictured»part, and: retained it: in» that 
situation for ‘some: hours every’ day: At the 
‘end vof. -a fortnight; the. stricture’ dilated »so 
much; «as: to admit: a fine» bougie to; pass 
through. By persevering in’ this method,’ and 
gradually increasing the size of the bougie, 


the passage was in a few weeks brought nearly 
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to its natural width. The patient remained 
well: about seven ‘years: At the end ofseight 
years ‘he returned: to!me for !the: cure of»his 
stricture’;:'which: was. again so contracted; as 
not to-suffer one /of!the: finest’ bougies ‘to ‘pass 
through it; .but by followmg the:same: method 
as'before, for six days,.a bougie went through; 
and soon afteswards I succeeded myproducing 
a sufficient dilatation of the stricture.» After 
this, he remained well about five»years ; :but 
was under the necessity of again applying «in 
thevyear 1797 for relief.’ » Mr. W.-goesvon 
to'relate; that the regular use of the bougie was. 
interrupted by ill health, on account; of »which 
the patient went into St. . Bartholomew’s:Hos: 
pital in February 1798. . He was -admitted 
under the care of Mr. Long, who would not 
give his consent. to the ‘use of othe caustic. 
However during “his stay there; » the icaustic 
_ bougie’ was persisted. in for onearly seven 
months, ard applied sixty-two: differentotimes,, 
without any progress whatever in the dilatation 
or destruction’ of the stricture.” In this:situa: 


‘ 
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tion ‘he applied: to Mr.!W..a: fourth. time in 
August 1799.» After a few days a small hougie 
passed. the stricture, ‘but it was found: impos- 
sible to-dilate it more than to admit a middle 
sized bougie. « Mr... W. next tried the common 
caustic: bougie, three or four times, without 
success. ‘This failure gave rise to the experi- 
ment of! passing” into: the ‘strieture »av:small 
quantity “of » powdered ‘Funar caustic: on. «the 
point ofa small bougie, made secure by a thin 
coating of(glue.» At that time, the last. im- 
provement/of lapis infernalis had not occurred. 
However the powdered lunar caustic produced 
 sopmuch» relief, that the man was enabled: to 
follow his:employment, which he had not done 
before for more than three yedrs: Rist an dwar 
 wiacthivewbhiia biiecioa NhGeteian sukheosbed 

povrver ‘ease; and: a worse: is. sisi met, 
hii the stricture was dilated ‘by a common 
bougie four different: times;-in the course of 
- weventeen: oe and we may fairly conclude 
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by the history, that’ had the man taken the 
least pains and attended to the occasional in- 
troduction of the bougie, which; under such 
circumstances ought never to be neglected, he 
would have remained well from the time that: 


he was first relieved. 


One cannot help remarking, on: this occa- 
sion, the apathy with which persons afflicted 
with this complaint too frequently view their 
own situation. The medical’ practitioner, 
alive to the horrors of suppression of urine, 
and other miseries, attendant on diseases of the 
urinary organs, often looks with astonishment 
on this indifference, when he is called to wit- 
ness its fatal effects: To this indifference— 
to a want of proper personal prudence, prin- 
cipally among the poor, and inéaidé instances, 
toa false delicacy among the wealthy, many 
valuable lives» have been sacrificed, ~ Tt. has 
fallen to my lot to witness many unhappy in- 
stances of this kind; one of which, occurred _ 


to a person with whom I was’ well acquainted, 


0 


And. whosé fate was, the cause of, infinite regret 
fo many, of ourmutual, friends, as well,as,to 
P sisi AME bod? olf dis Heusen 
Mr. B. tele me fy years ony ages, naabe 
baa passed many years ina. conyiyial ,cixele 
in the. city, .was troubled in, the latter. part of 
his, lifes, with, great, difficulty. in, voiding, his 
wprine... This infirmity Was, 80 distressing, , that 
At, »could, not. be, concealed : from his intimate 
friends, and till within, a. few weeks: of, his 
Meath. he seemed almost, the only “person. not 
,aware, of. its importance. . In the summer | of 
1799,. he resorted. to. Maygate. with his family, 
in, perfect, health.and spirits. _ He. was on. the 
_water when a very heavy rain came on, which 
completely... drenched, his. clothes. ‘The next 
day he: was, seized with rigors 5 neyertheless, 
vhe, went, out. for. two. Or three days following, 
| seoneluding. the sensations. he felt, arose from 
: slight cold, The difficulty of. making: water | 
gas, considered only. ag a common occurrence, — 
though there is reason to, believe, that a com- 
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plete retention had taken place. His general 


illness required medica] assistance ;/‘ but. no 


notice was taken of the urinary complaints, 


till twelve days had elapsed. At length a dis- 


coloration of the skin, about the pubes, . penis, 


and scrotum, led to.a discovery of his real state. 


‘My father was immediately sent for from Lon- 


don. ‘On his arrival, he found all the parts 


above mentioned, in a/state of sphacelus..\‘The 


bladder had discharged its contents, which 
Joaded the cellular membrane with urine, from. 
‘whence it/was dripping’ by: numerous orifices. 
‘All’ pain had’ ceased; and in this most. deplor- 
able situation, he had’ stares to PBEM: life 


iiearly a month. 


“The following circumstances occurred; in me 
near rélation of my: own, a gentleman, ‘about. 
thirty years of age, whom. I accidentally: dis- 
covered to be in great: distress from: retention: 


of urine. Finding him. in: violent: pam, land: 


enquiring the cause,’ he told me, ‘(it was: 


only @ stranguny,’- which of late years,-always: 


{ 
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troubled him after taking: a little more wine 
than usual. On examination, two strictures 
were discovered, and the bladder was felt dis- 
tinctly, above the “pubes... It was with difh- 
culty a small elastic-gum catheter was intro- 
duced, by which nearly three quarts of water 
were discharged. He had not voided more 
than a few drops of urine for four and twenty. 
hours; and, though suffering extreme’ pain, 
was ery far from supposing himself in any 


— 


‘aly Sisiaitlir _this, strange neglect, the 
isste of which has been less fortunate,’ have 
decurred:té ine within these few years. Among 
the rest. I cannot easily forget a gentleman, 
Ynany years 4 resident officer of his majesty’s 
establishment at Hampton Court, whose sudden 
and premature death, at the early period. of 
forty-nine years, happened under aggravated 
| circumstances of distress. Shall-we apply. the 
harsh censure of Luther on this occasion, 


 Uleiscitur sui contemptum,” “or the more 
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gentle reproof of Celsus, << Que invitissimus: 


quisque alteri ostendit.”’ * 


‘From the complex nature of these diseases, 
it ‘must’ surely be admitted by every unpre: 
judiced mind, that even presuming the situa- 
tion’ of a stricture to be precisely ascertained, 
each different form presents difficulties which, 
under every improvement, render the direction 
of the caustic a matter of great uncertainty. 
If’ so, the observations of Mr. Sharp remain 
in full force.“ The objections,” says “he, 
“y to the use of caustics were the difficulty: and™ 
almost impossibility of directing them, so as to 
eat through all the diseased parts of the urethra,’ 
without destroying the sound pare; the im-: 
practicability of preventing the urethra from: 
contracting when it healed, as ‘much, ‘if: not” 
more than it was, at the time of es, 


* De Obscenarum serge sitiis, ia a Ww. 
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ithe escharotic : and lastly; the pain was-so 
excruciating, and perhaps the application so 
poisonous, that immediate mortification of the 
scrotum, penis, and bladder, were sometimes 
-well known to.ensue:* upon these accounts, 
the use. of escharotics seems. to have. been 
entirely, rejected.’ . Mr... Bromfield was. of 
the. same. opinion... f£It.is; well known,” , he 
observes,..‘*; that. caustics. and escharotics are 
applied, othe advantage to parts within. our 
reach... but, the. uncertainty. of. their being — 
conyeyed immediately to the. part affected in . 
the, urethra, and) the, injury they must do 
sound parts, has occasioned their being ex- 
ploded.”’+.... The French writers seem. to enter- 
tain the same gpinion, by the following passage 
in the Cours de.Chirurgie—< Ces. remédes 
enflammoient, rongeoint et ulcéroient ce con- 
duit—et bien loin.de procurer du soulagement, 
aprés la cicatrices le conduit de l'urine se trou-._ 
voit encore plus étroit.”f 


® Critical Inquiry, p. 151. 
+ Bromfield’s Chirurgical ih sieeratianed vol. iis P- 297, 
+ Cours de Chirurgie; vol. iv. p. 165. . 


Ne “_ ee sy 
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* "That strictures often return after a long treat- 
ment by ‘caustic, alniost ‘every practitioner in 
fis town must have frequently witnessed; and 
the’ surgeons i in India: Pbelieve, commonly fitid, 
that ‘patiénts who Have been sent to this country 
for cure, retlitn on their hands, after a few 
years? "much if ‘the game state they left then. 
At least, ‘stich had beet the opinion of “those 6f 
whort) T have had’ épportunities of engtiririg. 

A genitleman on thé Madras médical establish: 

ment, in a letter written in April last; informs 


eS tS Fr 


me, that caustic is gerierally rescrted to there ; 
though the fr requent returrence of the Cott- 
plaint so debilitates’ the coristitution, ‘that & 
voyage to Europe often ‘becomes absolutely 
fecessary. *° T wish I could add,” he con- 
finucs, ** that the’ méans resorted 'to by the 
practitioners there, ‘wete equally efféctiial in 
etadicating the local cbimplaints, a8 the air atid 
climate of our ative ‘country always proves, | 
‘in renovating and restoring the general heatth. 
But this is not the case; and I do not knew a 


solitary instance of a person. retuined from 


7 


Europe .cured, ashe thought, who. was not 
sdon cqnvinced! that, the: relief he had experi- 
enced: qwas only temporary,’ ‘There.are few, 
BL believe, ei will not, think these authorities 
sufficient, if not for, abandoning escharoties 
altogether, at least for using much caution im 
‘their, application, even wath : all the improve- . 
7 spon ei 
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< Bhat dice are mot vra( Meeeae in. which, the 
application: of the. caustic. may, be attempted as 
an sexperiment, and, under, certain, modifica- 
tions, Tamiready to,admit; but/I -believe 
those cases. to be very few, Ae the prospect 
of success, as’ far as! regards the, cure of strig- 
ture, to be. very precarious. | Here, asin many 
other. situations, where there i is doubt as.to the. 
probability, of .sitccess, and where the mode 
of, cure proposed, is both painful and hazard- 
uss) the patient: only, ought,,to, decide, It. is 
for, him, to» make his, election, whether. a will 
go through the new, rough, road, , instead, of 
the smooth:old one. .: Every young practitioner 
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will do wisely to act on this principle; for oné 
unsuccessfiloperation,: may~ be more painful 
to his feelings, and do more injury to his fame 
isfand fortuné,than an hundred. successful cases 
yomanine pay T\ eaees ty Marah “adil a HY 
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.0c: Thus far-T have endeavoured, to, shew, that 


- the use of the common. bougie| should be;con- 
cysidered as_a leading principle in the, cure; of 
every descfiption of stricture inthe urethra. 
‘« Jt requires patience, coolness, and perseve~ 
ranee. If the surgeon can make any progress, 
though slowly, he must be contented. An 
. Observation, used by Mr. Whately,on, another 
-n@ecasion,,. seems peculjarly,, applicable to, this. 
Uf therefere; by this easy, ,safe,.and , mild 
somethod' of; treatment; relief. can: oecasionally 
(uber given sto» the ¢lose of life,...without.,.the 
| patient’s suffering: much anconyenience or pain 
from the:disorder,  itzis -certainly. more adyige- 
‘able :to pursue: this plan of treatment, than.,.to 
ontake: use-of aremedy, whieh has in’ some,,in- 
stances produced even-fatal consequences,” *. 


* Whately’s Observations, first edit. p. 64. 
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_ IT would be needless to trouble the reader 
with a long detail of cases. The following 
are selected from a great many, and are given 
in confirmation of the foregoing observations, 
“with a view of shewing how frequently stric- 
tures exist, without the knowledge or ‘saad 


of the sien 


CASE a 


8) 
‘ ig 


ok ia sett aged siierates who had 
‘been’ married upwards of nine years,’ con- 
sulted ‘me for a discharge from the’ urethra, 
_ which had ‘troubled him in a slight degree 
‘for ten’ months, but- had increased ‘so much 
ag to alarm ‘him, and led him to believe: it . 
was the remains of an old venereal com- 
-plaint. He said, he made water very well, 
‘and in a full stream; but on desiring him . 
ta make water in my presence, it appeared 
L 
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he had deceived himself in- this’ particular. 
He then recollected, that’ he had not made 
water in a fuller stream fora great length of 
time, but that he had not thought it of any 
consequence. On examination by the bougie, 
a stricture was found at’ five inches and a half, 
and another at six and a half. They were 
dilated. in nine weeks, and very, shortly after 
the discharge entirely. disappeared. 


CASE IL. 


A. gentleman, on his. arrival from India, 
_ consulted me. for a. gleet.. He permitied me to 
examine the urethra; the bougie went as far 
as six,inches, with great ease, when. it stopped, 
A, smaller sized bougie was, introduced and, 
passed thr ough the stricture. _ This. was, re- 
peated daily, fer, a, few, weeks when. he left 
town, the urethra being very. nearly restored 
toits natural size. He was not aware. of, any 
difficulty, in. voiding. his urine; but when the, 
stricture was dilated, he said, it explained to 


5 


hima sensation he did not: before: understand; 
which whe always’ left in that. spot, for some 
ininittes aftershé had made water.) 6 5 sie» 
yreté! Hh riusoreom bert sort lest) beer sait 


_ CASE, ml, 


“G. P) about thirty-five'years of are, request- 
ed me to examine iwhether he had strictures. 
He said he could make water. very well, but that 
he was living witha friend who was suffer- 
ing’ ome that his mind was so affected 
by it, é “that he’ could not. rest satisfied till he 
: gh om bo he was free from. any sy mptom of the 
complaint, ‘particularly as. ‘his. course of life, 
for years, had been such as to warrant the ex- 
pectation of it. T passed a full sized hougie 
as ‘far as. “the bulb of the tutethra, ‘but could 
not get it further; “it was ‘therefore withdrawn, 

and T could not then persuade him to let me 
try a smaller size. His distress was very great, 

though: he confessed: he did not feel: the least 


pain'6 on its introduction, yet ‘the sensation’ at 


716° 


ay: . 


taldng. it out, he . said, was. horrible.* .: In.a: 
few days, he consented to another trial; -a mo- 
derate sized bougie passed through without 
any pain, and in seven weeks, a full sized 


bougie passed the stricture. 


‘CASE TV. 


GF ATLA ass? 


“ Captain —— had been troubled with a ie 
charge from the urethra for many months. bg 
stricture was found at five inches and a half, 
and another at six inches: , the latter w as Oe 
tremely irritable, “as was the whole “of the’ 
canal. ‘I applied the mercurial ointment, low- 
ered with some spermaceti ‘ointment, — which 
produced | a slight sensation of warmth; in a 
few days this was not felt, and a inoderaie: 
sized bougie ‘passed through the stricture, 
without any pain. The ‘bougie was gradually 
increased in Size. and at the end of two 


“® It is not uncommon for persons not to complain when a 
bougie is introduced, yet faint immediately itis taken out.» 


rire 
months,” a full sized” i ‘éould “be: ing 
into” at bladder. | phainsenco sd eyeb wet 
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0 A gentleman, aged thirty-four, wrote to me 
from the country on account of a discharge he 
had from the urethra; but before my answer 
reached him, it shad, stopped. A twelvemonth 
after he called on me, having a ruaning , which 


he, suspected to be a virulent. gonorrhoea. On, 


“wren 


enquiry, it. appeared, that he had never. been, 
quite. free from a trifling gleeting, As there, 
was no inflammation, a bougie. was introduced, | 
which stopped at five inches and a half... _ By. a. 
little perseverance it passed on. The next day. 
the discharge was rather increased, which, con-- 
firmed the patient's suspicion that it was vene-, 
real. At my_ solicitation: he was induced, to, | 
wait two days, when it was so far lessened, a. 
to clear up his doubts. 'The hougie was (hee 
| used every day, and he recovered , eesti 
without any unpleasant symptoms.” he 


18 
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(A respectable: tradesman, in, W estminster, 
applied to me for. the cure. of a gleet; for 
which, he had, been using. a variety. of injec- 
tions, and taking. bark to, strengthen, his. blad- 
der, which he, said jhe was advised to.do, asiit, 
was so.weak he could not hold his water. .Qn: 
examination, -the glans . penis. appeared highly 
inflamed; the orifice: of the urethra. having, @ 
pouting , appearance ;.. I. therefore... postponed. 


any further, investigation of bis complaints, 


ins 


until the inflammatory symptoms) were; abated, 
In a few days the. parts,were ina,state to.ad,, 


mit of. an, examination with a,bougie.. 1 found, 
a stricture at five inches, and. another: at five. 
and a half. In the course of three weeks they 
were. sufficiently dilated to admit a full sized 
bougie, which passed on to another stricture 
at six inches and a:half. Through this’ could 
‘only pass a small» sized bougie, which gave so 
much pain, that: 1 was-obliged a mmediately:to’ 
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withdraw it. Four days afterwards I intro- 
duced a small bougie ‘a second time, which 
did not give him so much pain as the former 
appli¢ation, ‘and remained in ten minutes. ‘On 
the third day if was repeated) and afterwards 
evéry’ second day for nearly’ a fortnight. “At 
this'time he could retain his water, and was in 
other respects, im’ a comfortable state; but 
having some business to transact at Portsmouth, 

he left ‘town, promising to pass the bougie 
himself regularly. “Tn about three weeks he 
retarned; and his complaints were not worse. 
A’ moderate sized bougie passed vety’ readily 
on to’ the “bladder, and ‘the discharge had 
nearly stopped: He afterwards ‘submitted’ to 
the® ‘regular use of the” bougie, ‘and’ continued 
it until he was spice ial relieved. 


Da 
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Huis asitioie sak gel Aoeesq dont jrauad 
|Agentleman, who was. to be’ married’ in: a 
few days, before, his intended* marriage ap+ 
plied'to-me on: atcount of a trifling discharge! 
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He gave me leave to pass a bougie, which 
stopped at a stricture about six inches, which 
was completely removed by the use of the 
bougie. He had no difficulty in making water, 
nor any symptom, indicative of his complaint, 


excepting the tiie iy 
‘CASE VII) 


A gentleman, about forty years of age, ap- 
“plied to me for the cure of a hydrocele: “A 
few days after the operation, for the radical 
“eure by injection, he told me he was sure the 
inflammation had produced something inthe 
‘urethra, for he felt constant pain’ in the pas- 
sage below the scrotum. I questioned him °as 
to the probability of stricture; but he said it 
“was impossible, as his water came in a full 
“stream, though he thought it troubled him . 
~-oftener than usual. On examination, I found a 
*stricture near thé bulb of the urethra, through 
which. a moderate sized bougie would only 
‘pass. By using the’ bougie .a few weeks, the 


urethra was: dilated sufficiently; to. admit. sone: of 
basal elite size. aif + enna etatuddle sp, 16 boagale 
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applied to me for the cure of a gleeting 
from the urethra, Which, had been on him up- 
wards of a year mnt ahalf. He said, that he 
-had lately lost, his flesh; had no. appetite,» that 
Ane was.frequently troubled with shiverings and 
'si¢kness;;and: was, apprehensive, if something 
owas,not .speedily.done for his. complaints; he 
-ghould fall:into..a:decline. He had. had a vio- 
rapplied:to,,me;, for which he had used injec- 
tions, but the running had_neyer completely 
ipeased.:from that.time.... passed:.afull sized 
-bougie.as far as four inches, when it met.with 
Anstantly.on the bougie being taken out.; The 
“next day-a smallerjsized bougie, passed through 
sthe .strieture,as -far as five inches, and a half, 
M 
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-whére | it? stopped; but after remaining a few 
‘minutes,’ it;could: be passed on to the bladder. 
‘Two days afterwards the operation. was repeat- 
-ed, but. the ‘bougie, as: on the first attempt, 
did not pass the second stricture, till after it 
had remained in the urethra nearly a quarter | 
of an hour. This state of the parts continued — 
- for six days, after which ‘a bougie was passed 


through with tolerable ease. 9°” 


CASE x. 


bu H. a married man, seit nay: ssintten 
to me for the cure of a gleet, On enquiry, 1 
found he made water eight, or ten. times a day, 
and that he could not resist the irritation when 
it occurred. Distressed as he was at. this inter- 
ruption of his employment, (a marker at a. bil: 
liard table), he was not in the least aware of 
the cause. | On: examination, .a stricture was 
-found at three inches and a half, another at 
five, and another at six and a half. The first 
was easily dilated ; the. others:-were much re- 


jieved in’ a few weeks, by. the use. of the: bou- 
‘gie, “and the occasional application of. the: un- 
‘ guent. hydvar. He continues: to use the: bou- 
gie} and remains ‘without any: bakin’ in. re- 


‘taining his urine. Disses Sit vend Aon Bib 
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A young gentleman,-in. one of the. public 
offices, called on me with a purulent discharge 
from the urethra, which he said came on sud- 

edenly, and as far as he knew, without. any 
‘cause: He had contracted a eonorrhoea a-few 
“months before, for which he said he had uséd 
“somé strong injections, given’ him by'a friend, 
“that cured’ the? complaint in’ a few days. Gn 
“questioning ‘him as to his water, he’asserted it 
“came ‘very freely, AS I had suspicions of his 
“having a’ sttictitre,’I requested ‘he would: per- 
“Mit ime 10 ‘pass a bougie; which, after much 
‘persuasion she conseiited’ to, and a stricture 
“was found at five: inches and a half, As here 


‘was some ‘inflammation, the operation ‘with 


$4 | . 
the bougie was deferred for afew days, till the 
‘discharge had nearly ceased. He had the 
bougie passed regularly, and in the course of 


three weeks, ‘the urethra’ was vaya to its | 


natural size. 
CASE XII. 


‘A gentleman; ' on’ whom I ‘had performed 
“the operation’ for the radical cure for the hy- 
‘drocele, complained a few days after thatthe 
‘inflammation “had produced something’ in! the 
urethra, accompanied with pain in the ‘pas- 
sage below the scrotum. I questioned him as 
{0 the probability of 'stricture, but’ he said his 
‘water’ came in ‘a full ‘stream,’ though “he 
“thought ‘it troubled him‘oftener than it‘ used 
‘to do. On ‘examining ‘him’ witha bougie,’ I 
“found a stricture in’ the perineum. ©A mode- 
“yate sized bougié was passed. | By using” the 
‘same about tio months, the urethra’ was ‘di- 
“Tate” ahaa to admit one’ of the’ ewe 
Aue: WO duds aise Sasi eibheienh bay 
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CASE KE: peas cynk ¥ 


_ Suppression of | urine, arising from. stricture | 


in the urethra, relieved by catent bougie. 


~ On Thursday, July 30, 1807, I was called 
up by a professional gentleman in the neigh- 
bourhood, to visit,a nayal officer, at, Hatcheit’s 
Hotel, with.a_ retention of -urine. I found 
-him.in extreme pain, not, having made water 
» for, fourteen, hours. . His _ bladder. was. very 
tense, and he had’constant, straining. owed 
id Ma attempting, to pass a, moderate sized 
hovers an ehsteyction was, found. shou Six 
: poe nee was, tried een SUCCESS, nf 
-then took a fine catgut bougie,, passed it with 
» great caution as far as, the stricture, and by 
- waiting a few minutes, was fortunate enough 
“sto get it through... Having, accomplished this, 
and directed him to take sixty drops of lauda- 


86. 
num,’ and ‘to’ be’ kept as quiet as’ possible, ¥ 
left him nearly two hours.’’ On my return ‘he 
was on his feet out of bed; with the urine 
fritkling in avery sthall stream! by the sides of 
the ‘bougie ; in’ this” way the ‘stood nearly au 
hour, during which time he voided three pints 
' of trie! 'The'catgut  bougie being perfectly 
soft Was taken out, a small sized common bot! 


gie introduced, and the patient put nto ‘bed!o" 


- Four hours afterwards I saw him again; he 
had ‘slept: and. twas ‘considerably relieved, ‘Ae 
he complained’ of an irritation to ‘make water, 
the bougie was withdrawn, and) he voided, 
with-some difficulty, in.a very small stream, 
about three-quarters of a pint. The bougie 
was again introduced, and passed with greater 
ease than it had done before. » He was. now 
perfectly composed in his. mind, and shortly 
after being put to bed, fell asleep, and con: 
tinued so six or seven hours. When he awoke 
the: bougie was taken “out, and he passed 


about halfa pint of urine, with much. less 


8? 


straming,~ but still, in. avery: small . stream: 
The opiate. was. repeated at night, but/im.a 

Jess quantity, . He “passed a, good night, ke 
the .next day. was..considerably better... From 
this time he continued to. mend ; the, hougie 
was.passed daily and persisted in, till the pas- 
sage was sufficiently dilated, to, admit one of 
nearly a, full, size.. [tis now-only used occa- 


sionally... 


oATheseare a few? among: the cases which 
might be ‘offered: in favour ‘of the’ gentle mode 
of treating these complaints. It is hoped they 

will’ be considered ‘sufficient: to! illustrate the | 
question: ‘Since ‘the first’ edition’ was ‘pub 
lished, the number’ of ‘cases wwhichhave occur? 
red in: ‘the author’s practice; as‘well as the ins 
formation he has drawn from other ‘sources; 
have confirmed him in his former opimions,) >): 


THE END..- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


IN the following pages it is proposed to bring 
together the various improvements in the. appli- 
cation of caustic substances, in thé cure of 
strictures of the urethra. Also, the advan- 
tages and disadvantages of the common bougie 
—to shew the difficulties and dangers of the 
former mode—and the extent of the relief to 
be expected from the latter. By these means, 
the author hopes he may enable the reader to | 
form has own opinion of the comparative merits 


of each mode of practice. 


Park Place, St. James's Street, 
Nov. 28, 1808. 
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OBSERVATIONS, — 
Ge. Gee Gon 


————— 


SRE BA chikeviea eadured by those who 
suffer from diseases of the urinary organs, 
especially such as arise from contractions | 
of the urethra, are so frequent; that we 
might naturally conclude there could be 
no subject in surgery, in which the pro- | 
fession would be more decidedly unani-_ 

mous, as to the mode of cure. The con- 
trary however is the fact. : 
‘During the last: century; the barbarous 
practice of former times—the caustics and + 
cauteries of our forefathers, were banished, 

by common consent, from general use, and 
more particularly from diseases of the 
sea > 


urethra. — ** Callosities and Caruncles” 
were no longer sought after, and surgeons 
| were: contented with relieving obstr uctions 
of the urethra, by the simple, and, as it 
appeared, efficacious means of the bougie. 
This was the accredited practice, when 
Mr. Hunter, whose life and writings form . 
“an important xra im surgery, revived | the 
old method, by the introduction of the 
lunar ‘caustic. He recommended it hows 
ever in a very limited degree—applied it 
with great caution, and in those cases only, 
which were decidedly beyond the reach of 
the common means. What he thus  cau- 
tiously advised as-an experiment in) €X- 
treme and difficult cases, has, ‘sincé his 
time, been carried to an extent he could 
08. have anticipated. Almost qveny case 
is indiscriminately attacked with caustic, 
as if the question how and when it should 
- be used; were no longer an object of en- 
quiry. | | 


“ 


By 
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. Having hitherto ‘never committed my 
self as ‘atv! advocate for! either mode’ ‘of. 
practice, and: having® had’ great opportuni- 
ties lof seéing ‘the ‘effects of each,’ I shall 
make -no-other ‘apology for the following © 
observations :—in which ‘I shall endeavour 
'» to shew, that’ where’ the bougie is ‘inadé- 
quate to restoré the urétlira to its natural. 
state, but little can ‘be expected from the © 
‘caustic ; and that it is a question for the 
patient, and the patient only, to’ decide, — 
_ whether he will hazard that chance, at the 


risk of greater ills, and perhaps of life. 


The urethra is lined with a membrane 
that in many respects resembles the imem- 
branous lining of other parts of the body, | 
but differs from them, according to the. 
generally received opinion, in the power 
of contraction and dilation. Tt is at the 
points, where the urethra is supposed to - 


/ 
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have the greatest degree of contraction, 
that strictures are most commonly found, - 
viz. at four inches and a half, and at six 
and a half, from the external orifice. ‘They 
are seldom found beyond this. . Mr. Hun- 

ter says, he never saw a stricture in that 
part of the urethra which passes through 
the prostate. gland.* Mr. Abernethy, 
however, has met. with cases where all 
the symptoms. remained, arising from a. 
stricture at the neck of the bladder, ° 


The contractile ‘power of. the urethra, 
when in a healthy state, is a gentlé and 
uniform action of its fibres ; but when too 
‘frequently repeated by the excitement of 
_ any stimuli, the action becomes spasmodic, 


and may produce the disease in question. 


The causes of contractions of the ure~ ~ 


thra, has been a subject of general dis-, 


* Hunter’s Treatise on the eiteréat: p. P14. 
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cussion. We are led to believe, that in 
certain constitutions there is a greater dis- 
position to the formation of strictures than 
in others ; where this happens, it is easy to 
conceive that occasional attacks of, spasm, 
arising from any source, may produce this 
disease. The. most commonly implied 
cause was neglected or mismanaged gonor- 
rheea. Mr. Hunter, however, has. taught 
us to think differently. Nor does gonor- 
rhoea seem instrumental, in producing 
strictures, excepting in common with other 
inflammation ;—the seat of gonorrhea and 
of stricture being rarely found the same. 
The formation of strictures. has also been 
attributed to astringent injections used in 
the cure of gonorrhea; on which account 
‘Mr. Home has, we find, entirely given 
them up, rather than incur a risk, how- 
ever small it may be, of producing so se~ 
riously distressing a complaint. ‘This does" 
not accord with the general practice, nor 


UA NAL % | 
with what Mr. Home ‘afterwaids “observes 
of ‘the’ natives! of India, three-fourths “of 

whom, ‘of" any ranks we are informed, are 
_ troubled’ with ‘strictures, attributed to the 
effects of eotiorthcea; for which no local 
“applications aré‘ used. “Sir George Baker 
observes, “It “is generally to be wished, 
that’ all’ the’ injections conimonly ordered 
for disorders of the urethra were gone “into 
mH since every day’s experience testi- 
fies, ‘that'such injudicious applications ¢ are, 
in’ thd event) frequently the parent “of ob- 
stinate and incurable obstructions of that 
passage.” * “Various other causes have been 
assigned; ‘as: the gravel and’ stoné. | They 


have also ‘been ‘known to arise from ‘piles, 


\ 


and’in some’ cases,’ from’ the temporary 


irritation’ of ‘the vat ts following the’ use of , 


a ‘blister. 
Soi 


‘2 


_ Strictures are! led in their Forni and 


“* Med. ‘Trans. Coll, Rew. Vol T. p 448." 
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structure ; those most commonly. met with, 
ate small ridges projecting into the canal, — 
and forming a half circle; sometimes they 
‘are cojiitinued’ and form a circular band, 
“not more in ‘breadth, than if the part had 
been surrounded: with’ a piece of, pack- 
thread. Some are conttacted for above an 
inch in length,. which Mr. Home accounts 
for, by two. strictures forming within an 
inch of éach other, and the space between 
them becoming narrower than the rest, of 
the canal.* This may happen, but I have — 

seen! a thickening and contraction of the: . 
uréthra to:this extent. Sometimes two or 

more strictures: are on the same side, the 
other being perfectly smooth. Very fre- 
- quently there is a gradual contraction of | 
the urethra to and from the stricture, sO. 
as to form a cone in.the anterior and pos- 
| terior part of it. Mr. Cooper, in “ First 


Lines of the Practice of Surgery,” de-- 


* Home, p. 22, 


8. 


scribes the shape as resembling two long 
cones, with their points in contact. He 
adds, ‘* I am perfectly convinced that this 
is the case which frequently baffles the 
operation of caustic, and which receives 
most benefit from the employment. of the 


-common bougie.”* KG 


When strictures have been of very long 
standing, the whole urethra becomes con-» 
tracted, and very often the orifice itself, 
which is so small in some cases as to admit 
only “the smallest sized bougie. There 
have been instances of part of the urethra 
being obliterated; then there is no relief, 


but in an operation. 


* First Lines, p. 423. 


+ An ingenious method for ascertaining the extent of a 
stricture has been lately adopted by Mr. C. Bell. He hasa 
series of silyer probes, with circular knobs, varying from 
the full size of the urethra to what will pass the narrowest 
stricture. By successively introducing smaller balls, he is 
- enabled to judge of the nature of the contraction, by the re- 
sistance he meets with in withdrawing them. 


19 


There are other causes producing ob- 
structions of the urethra, namely, tumors 
inthe cellular substance, that surrounds. 
the urethra, sometimes occasioning a com- 
plete obstruction in the course of this 
canal, and an enlargement or fulness of 
the corpus: spongiosum urethre. In some 
cases,. this affection extends a considerable 
length ;,in others, it is confined to a single 
spot: sometimes it attacks different parts, 
leaving the intermediate spaces perfectly — 
sound. An enlargement of the prostate 
gland, is also, a very common occurrence, 
and is perhaps the most irremediable, and 
distressing impediment, to the free exit of 


the urine. 


The old notions of caruncles, callosities, 
and spongy excrescences, are now laid 
aside. But formerly, when all obstruc- 
tions of the urethra were attributed to 


these causes, it was not uncommon to 


C 
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make an opening into the passage to look 
for them :—‘* Quelques uns_ ont ouvert 
Turethere sur la sonde canulée pour deécou- 
vrir les caroncles ou carnosités, et *de les 
détruire on les consommer avec des re- 
medes convenables.”* Mr. Hunter, who 
opened more urethre after death, where 
there were obstructions, than any of the 
authors who have written on the subject, 
was of opinion, that they wrote from ima- 
gination only.t Mr. Benjamin Bell, how- 
ever, informs us, he has often observed 
warty excrescences within half an inch of 
the extremity of the urethra, similar to 


those frequently found on the slans penis.t 


The first approaches of stricture are 
generally so obscure, that they are fre- 


quently found to exist without any evident 


* Cours de Chirerg. par M. Elie Col de Vilars. 
+ Hunter’s Treatise on the Venereal, p- lil. 
+ Bell’s System of Surgery, Vol. II. p. 191. 
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symptom that should lead the patient to a 
knowledge of it... The first circumstance 
that attracts notice, is most commonly a 
slight: diminution of the stream of urine; } 
but as this is unaccompanied with pain, it 
is very seldom attended to. In this state 
the complaint may remain, till some irre- 
gularity of living, or accidental exposure 
’ to wet, and cold, produces an aggravation 
of the symptoms. When this is the first 
intimation a patient has of requiring sur- 


vical assistance, he may consider himself. 


fortunate, if the affair terminates favour- 


ably. 


Having thus shortly stated the nature 
of this miserable disease, I shall now con-': 
sider the different means that have been: 
resorted to for its cure, since Mr. Hunter 
revived the use of the caustic, and at the > 


same time gave the world a more rational 
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account of the nature of strictures. In doing 
this, I shall have occasion to dwell, chiefly, 
on the works of Mr. Home, to whose ex- : 
perience and rank, I most willingly pay 
every deference; and on Mr. Whately’s 
‘improved practice. With all due respect 
to the character of these gentlemen, I 
shall take the liberty of making such re- 
marks on their practice, as the documents 
given to the public in their treatises on 


this subject, may warrant. 


The use of caustic in the cure of stric- 
tures, was certainly familiar to the old 
practitioners, but renounced (to use Mr. 
: Sharp’s words) from the difficulty and 
almost impossibility of properly directing 
the imstrument.” Under the auspices, 
however, of the late Mr. John Hunter, 
_ this practice was revived; but in a very 
limited degree, and only in cases of ‘ex- 


treme urgency. That it was sometimes ac-- 
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companied with success, there. can be. ne 
doubt ; yet, notwithstanding.the favour- 
able result of some cases, it has been sus- 
pected, that Mr. Hunter’s good opinion of 
the practice did not keep pace with his 
experience. This suspicion is confirmed 
by an observation of a gentleman of high. 
character and reputation, (Mr. Carlisle) in 
a paper on the use of bougies, in which he 
states,* ‘© I have reason to believe, that 
his (Mr. Hunter’s) expectations, were, by 
no means, so sanguine towards the end of 


his practice.” ¢ 


As the difficulties attending the intro- 
duction of the caustic into a passage, so 


peculiarly constructed, were obvious. to 


_ * Med. and Phys. Journal, Vol. III. p. 289. 


+ Mr. Hunter’s first attempt was in the year 1752. He 
applied to the end of the bougie some salve, and dipped it 
into red precipitate. This, as might be expected, brought 
on gfeat inflammation. To prevent this, he afterwards 
passed it through a cannula, but did not succeed in getting 
through the stricture, which led him to try caustic. 


: j4 
Mr. Hunter, he did not venture to revive 
the old practice without some, modifica- 
tions, and what he considered improve- 
ments. He adopted the use of a* silver. 
cannula, first suggested by Wiseman, but 
its unyielding materials were found ilb 
adapted to the flexible canal of the ure- 
thra ; and that the middle of the stricture, 
the part intended to be "destroyed, ‘was 
frequently left untouched, whilst only the 
angle, between the stricture and the side 
of the urethra, was exposed to the caustic. 
These objections, we are informed by Mr. 
Home, did not escape Mr. Hunter’s pene- | 
tration. He not only saw them, but de- 
vised’ a mode, by which they might be 


removed. This improved method was the 


* A method, similar to this, has been proposed by Mr. 
Cartwright, substituting the flexible gum cannula for the 
silver. ' This appears the only safe mode of applying caus- 
tic, excepting Mr, Whately’s first improvement, of securing 
a small portion of powdered lunar caustic at the end of a 
bougie, by means of glue. 
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armed bougie. ‘The account given of it.is 


as follows:—‘* Take a bougie, of-a size 
that can readily be passed down to the 
Stricture, and insert a small piece of lunar 
caustic, but surrounding it every where 
laterally by the substance of the bougie.” 
This Mr. Home considers a very valuable 
_ instrument, on account of the. facility and 
safety, with which it conveys the caustic 
to the stricture; and, indeed, he adds, 
* the quickness with which it passes, pre- 
vents any injury to the membrane, where 


it is accidently brought to oppose it!” * 


‘There are, however, objections made to 


this instrument by those who think, that 
the facility with which a bougie passes, 


depends upon the roundness of its point, 


"and the smoothness of its surface. Some 2 
have even gone so far, as to think it the: 


worst instrument for the purpose, that 


‘* Home, first edit.: VoloI. p. 126. 
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could have been devised. This is the 
opinion of Mr. Whately, whose work | I 
shall notice hereafter, who, as «a» great 
advocate for the caustic practice; ought 
to be attended to in this instance. His 
observations are strong, and to the point: 
—‘ For my own part” he says, “ I thitik 
that a worse mode of applying lunar caus- 
tic to a stricture, in the curved part of 
' the urethra, could not have been invented ; 
every one who has had much practice in 
passing a bougie into the urethra, knows, 
that unless 2s point be round, and the whole 
bougie smooth, it passes along this canal 
with great difficulty, and not without 
giving pain.* As, therefore, the extremity — 
of a bougie, thus prepared, cannot. be 


made round, I consider it an instrument 


- very unfit for the purpose; to say nothing ~ 


of the caustic stone, dropping from the 


- bougie while in the urethra.” 


* Whately, second edit. p. 103. 
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The ‘bougie thus armed, according to. 
Mr. Home’s method, is applied to the 
stricture every other day, where the cir- 
cumstances of the case, and the feelings of 
the patient admit. It has however in 
very obstinate cases, been applied every 
day. The first effect produced by it is 
thus described :—** As soon as the caustic 
begins to act, the surgeon who makes the 
application is made sensible of it by the | 
smaller arteries of the parts beating with 
unusual violence, which is very distinctly 
‘felt: by the finger and thumb that grasp’ 
the’ penis:’* It needs no remark, that the 
- surgeon is not the only : party, under these 


circumstances, made sensible of its action. — 


The pain this operation produces, differs 
in almost every patient, both in degree 
and duration. In some it goes off in a 


few minutes, in others it remains many. 


¥ Home, second edit. p. 166. 
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hours, and even the whole day. In several 
instances I have known it produce dia- 
rhea; and in one person where this hap- 
pened, it was five weeks before I could 
venture to proceed with the use of the 
bougie.. A paroxysm of fever, or an ague 
fit as it 1s termed, is a very frequent oc- 
currence; and I have often been ques- 
tioned, whether “‘ the caustic was strong 
enough”, wheré it failed to produce shiver- 
ing. Others have been so determined to 
be pleased with what was to make them 
well, that they have expressed the utmost 
disappointment when -this did not» take 
place. Nay, we find on one old gentleman, 
of seventy-six, the caustic produced ‘* ra- 
ther a warm and pleasant. sensation.” *— 


- De gustibus non est disputandum! 


When caustic. is employed with the in- 


tention of destroying a stricture, it can 


* Home, second edit. p. 401. 
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only accomplish that end, -by inducing 
slough on the surface of the membrane, or 
by producing ulceration of the part; the 
extent of which must depend on a variety 
of circumstances. It has been proved, 
that the twelfth part of a grain of lunar 
caustic, produces a slough the size of a 
seven shilling piece.* Mr. Carlisle is of 
opinion, that this substance seldom pro- _ 
duces an‘ eschar in the urethra; but he. 
adds, “ W hen, however, the caustic has’ 
the effect of producing a slough, I fear it 
will be found to extend further than the 
surface touched > and a large part of the 
urethra will mortify, so as to endanger 
the life of the patient. This calamity,” 
he adds, ‘‘ I understand, has happened 
more frequently than is consistent with 
‘the unlimited recommendation of such 
remedies.” + There are very few, I be- 


* Whately, first edit. p. he 
+ Med, and Phys. Journal, Vol. III. p. 290. 
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lieve, who will not accord with this feel- 
ing; nordoes the following circumstance, 
detailed: by Mr. Home, tend to lessen it. 
«« There is,” says Mr. H. “‘ a substance 
which in some cases comes away after the 
application of the caustic, either the same 
day, or the day following; it is dark 
coloured on the outside, and of a light 
colour within; is tubular, and of different 
sizes. In general, the. portions are too 
small to afford any information respecting 
it; but in one instance, I procured’a por- 
‘tion an inch long, and have preserved it 
in spirits. It is | evidently the cuticular 
lining of the urethra. There is sometimes 
a succession of these cuticles brought 


away. * 


These are some of the most obvious 
inconveniences which may be. always ap- 


prehended from the introduction of the 


# Home’s Obs. second edit. p. 171. 
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lunar.caustic ; but we. shall see, that these 
are not the worst. Inflammation, abscess, 
strangury, retention of urine, and he- 
morrhage, are by no means uncommon. 
Mr. Home mentions two cases in which 
a swelling’ in the perinzeum followed the 
application of the caustic. I have met with 
this circumstance several times; once in a 
case that nearly terminated fatally, and 
to which Mr. Home was a witness. The 
case I allude to, was a gentleman of re- 
spectability. in the city, who applied to 
me in the autumn of 1800. He had a> 
stricture near the bulb of the urethra, to 
which I used a full sized armed bougie. 
Two days afterwards it was repeated. The 
» next day I was sent for in consequence of 
his having been. in constant pain in the 
part where the caustic was applied; in 
the evening he had-a rigor; the pain 
increased; a swelling began to appear in 


the perineum, and. his water came away 


Vote) 
with great difficulty in a very small stream: 
during the night he was so much worse, 
that his physician was sent for, and the 
next morning we met by appointment. 
In the course of the day he continued 
much in the same state; and on the fol- 
lowing morning, he was so much worse, 
that I thought ‘it prudent, with the con- 
sent of his physician, to propose farther 
surgical assistance. In. consequence of 
which Mr. Home was sent for, and when 
he arrived, the swelling in the perinzum 
had very considerably encreased. “Mr. 
H.’s opinion was so unfavourable, that 
he recommended an opening into the 
tumor, which was accordingly made, and 
a quantity of fcetid matter, mixed with’ 
urine, escaped. This gave the patient. 
some relief. Poultices and fomentations 
were applied, and in’ seven or eight days 
the patient was considered out of danger. 


The urine, however, came through the 
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opening for some weeks; after which the 
sloughs came away, and the parts healed. 
The patient then went to Bath, and, I 
believe, has since trusted entirely to the 
common bougie for the alleviation of his 
complaint. A similar case occurred to a 
medical friend of mine. After the third 
application of the lunar caustic, inflamma- 
tion came on, accompanied with excessive 
pain in the part, and rigors.. A large 
abscess formed in the perinzum, and the 
greatest part of the scrotum sloughed 
away, leaving the testicles completely bare. 
Sometimes an abscess has formed_ of less 
extent, and opened itself into the urethra, 
leaving a depending cavity, from which 
matter is constantly secreted. Mr. Prim- 


rose informs me, he has a very distressing, 


case of this kind, at present, under his . . 


care, in a gentleman, who had the caustic, 
applied to a stricture by Mr. Home. An 


abscess formed near the ‘bulb of the ure- 
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thra, which burst internally, and dis- 
charged itself by the urethra. Mr. Cline 
was consulted, but no relief has been as — 
yet obtained. Every other week there 
is a considerable discharge, which then 
ceases” till it ‘re-accumulates. In this 


state it has remained twelve months. 


That those who are afflicted with stric= 
- tures, are liable to inflammation, from ex- 
“posure to wet, and a variety of other 
- causes, is well fnawh- or, that these 
symptoms may arise from inattention, or 
improper ‘conduct, on the part of the 
patient. Can we then doubt, that they 
may’ be produced by caustic application, 
even in the hands of the most skilful ana- 
tomical surgeon? It is no uncommon 
occurrence for the armed bougie to burn 
through the stricture, and some distance 
into the corpus cavernosum in a straight 
line; but this, like other difficulties, is — 
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considered. of no consequence; and we. 
find even Mr. Hunter stating, “ it does. 
as much good as if it passed into the blad- 
der: * and he adds, he has known several 
cases, where the bougie appeared to have 
the same effect, as if it had passed on to 
the bladder. | 

The circumstances attending a return of . 
this complaint, after the cure by caustic, 
are always of an aggravated nature, and 
admit of very little relief. I have a fant 
now under my: care, who was relieved — 
three years ago by the lunar caustic, on | 
whom the smallest. sized bougie: can only 
be passed, nor does the rigidity of the 
stricture seem in - the least to yield. Mr. 
Whately has witnessed these effects in 
many of Mr. Home’s patients ; one of 
these cases he states was truly distress- 
ing. Mr. Home had succeeded after fifty 


* Hunter on the Venereal, p. 127. 
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very’ painful applications of the caustic, 
in procuring a passage for his bougie into 
the bladder; ‘* but in less than twelve 
months the’ stricture had again so. en- 
creased, that it was with difficulty a fine 
‘bougie could be passed through it; and | 
the patient was in extreme misery, from 
frequent and painful evacuations of urine.’’* 
Dr. Andrews mentions the case of a patient 
who had six stricturés, which were re- 
moved by fifty-four applications of the 
caustic. In twelve months four of them 
returned, and were again destroyed by 
fifteen applications of the caustic.f The 
mischievous consequences arising from the - 
application of an extra quantity of caustic 
_is very forcibly illustrated by some cases. 
of Mr. Whately’s, of stricture within a 


quarter of an inch of the external orifice ; 


: of the urethra, in which Mr. Whately 


could observe the progress. “‘* In one of 


* Whately, -p. 114. + Andrews’s Obs, p. 116. 
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these cases (says that gentleman) I applied 
a larger quantity of lunar caustic, than I. 
‘have usually employed. This produced a 
considerable slough; part of which was | 
very visible. The application of the caus- 
tic was followed by a discharge, attended 
with considerable inflammation, around the 
orifice of the. urethra, and an uncommon 
tenderness and uritability in the strictured 
part. ‘The. stricture was at first enlarged 
by the caustic, but in a few days it be- - 
gan to contract again; and, in the course 
of a week, the contraction was so great, 
as not to admit a bougie of much more 
than half the size it ennived before the 
application of the caustic. I endeavoured 
to prevent the contraction from becoming 
permanent by passing a bougie daily, and 
afterwards by directing one of these instru-. 
ments to be worn for a certain length of 
time every day;,but such was the un- 


common irritability of the part, that in 
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the mean time the irritation and secretion | 
were kept up, so as to prevent a perfect 
cicatrization, and the parts were not re- 
stored to their former quiet state, | till 
nearly a month after this single applica~ 
tion of the caustic. When the irritation | 
ceased, I expected that the stricture would 
return to the state in which I found it 
before the caustic was applied; but in this 
_ I was disappointed ; it was much narrower, 
and would not admit so large a bougie as 
I had then passed.” * After this the stric- 
ture was touched with kali purum, but 
without any amendment. The same con- 
sequences followed in another case, from 


an extra quantity of kali purum. 


From the circumstances attending these 
experiments, we may easily conceive what 
. effects a large piece of lunar caustic, when 


left in the urethra, would produce. We 


* Whately, p: 115. 
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are told, however, that this is an accident 
of very little consequence. “Dr. Andrews," 
says, “ it isa fact of considerable import- 
ance to be known, that if the caustic 
_ should get loose, and be left’ in the urethra, 
it is not productive of znconvenience.”* It 
would have added greatly to the import- 
ance of the fact, if Dr. A. had detailed 
some of the circumstances attending the 


accident that occurred to him. 


It has been said, that the hemorrhage, | 
which sometimes ensues after the appli- 
cation of caustic, is more alarming than 

really dangerous. For the exterit, how- | 
ever, to which it continues, I need only 
refer to Mr. Home’s treatise, and the 
common experience of every surgeon who | 
has used the caustic. In the perusal of 
Mr. Home's works — “ the parts bled 


freely ;’—*‘ it continued for hours ;”—*‘ the 


* Andrews’s Obs, p. 125. 


quantity lost we supposed to be several 
pounds;” *are expressions to be met with 
in several pages; and in one case it is ob- 
served, “‘ the bleeding and pain continued 
several days.” These are circumstances 
that are not regarded as objections to the 
practice, and the indifference with which 
they are viewed, is considered by Dr. 
Andrews, as the result ‘* of cool and 
steady conduct.” + He admits, however, 
‘ that if it (hemorrhage) was, zn a great 
_ proportion of cases, to terminate fatally, it 

would then be a strong objection to the : 
practice ; but this (in a great proportion 
of cases) we do not find by any means to 
bejtrue... This; would, indeed, be a yery 
strong argument against the practice; but 
admitting, as may be fairly inferred even 
from this account, that some instances. 
have terminated fatally, surely, it is at 


least a strong objection, and enough to 


* Home, p. 325—464. + Andrews’s Obs. p. 102—109. 
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justify Mr. Whately in complaining “of 
the levity with which these objections are 
treated, as well as expressing his astonish- 
ment, at the coolness with which a surgeon 
views a chamber pot full of blood, and 
the ease with which he calls for another: 
Mr. Carlisle speaks of it as‘ one of ‘the 
most dangerous consequences following the 
application of lunar caustic, and mentions 
a case in which the hemorrhage continued 
seven days;+ in the two first the patient, 
lost four pounds of blood, and nearly a as 


much afterwards. 


The frequency of this occurrence, (which 
from the structure of the corpus spongio- — 
sum, and the thinness of the partition in- 
terposed between that, and the mucous ; 
surface of the urethra, is accounted for,) 


in addition to the various circumstances - 


* Whately, p. 119. 
+ Medical Journal, Vol. Il. Dp 200. 
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already enumerated, long since determined — , 
me to trust to milder means: and, for- 
tunately, I have not to lament a, fatal. 
termination in any instance from this 
cause; yet I have to recollect much pain- 
ful anxiety from the apprehension of it. 
In one case, after the eighth application 
of the caustic, on withdrawing the bougie 
I was instantly covered with blood, which 
came out, with a jet, nearly equal to the 
‘flow of urine. J must confess, whatever 
those accustomed to such accidents may 
think of it, that I was greatly alarmed ; 
and as it happened in my own house, it 
was the more embarassing: pressure and 
cold applications were used in vain; and 
it was some hours before it’ became suf- 
ficiently moderated, to allow the patient 
to be carried home in a sedan chair. The 
bleeding continued, at intervals, for several 
days ; and it was five months before the 


patient, who was foreman in a manufac- 
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tory, recovered his strength sufficiently te 
resume his station. In another case, re- 
peated hemorrhages had taken place, but 
had generally ceased after a few hours. 
One day, however, it continued to flow so 
copiously, that I was sent for. At the 
same time Mr. Heaviside was called in. 
Iced water. was recommended, and pres- 
sure made on the part; by these.means the 
bleeding was at length stopped. The man 
remained in a very feeble state for a long 
time, nor did I think it prudent to use 
the armed bougie on him afterwards.* I _ 
could enumerate a great many, instances 
where the hemorrhage equalled what is 
related of the preceding cases, . were it 
necessary; but the fact is too notorious to 

* A colonel in the army was under my cris autumn 5 
- who came to town with a brother officer, under the same, 
circumstances, who was recommended to a surgeon of great 
and deserved reputation; bat, perhaps, too fond of caustic. 
The invalids frequently compared notes, and I had the 


detail of the ‘* bleedings and pain,’? which sometimes 
caused a suspension of operations for many days, 


F 
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require it. Of its importance, every man 
can judge for himself. Thus much I will 
say, that. however far habit may teach a 
surgeon to regard these circumstances 
with indifference, he will not so easily 
succeed in making the patient, or his 
friends, believe, there is no danger, and 
that extreme debility is a matter of no 


consequence. 


It is not a little surprising, considering 
the respect so universally paid to Mr. 
E{unter, that his doctrines on this important 
subject, should have been so soon departed 
from by his immediate disciples. ~ Mr. 
Hunter’ states three cases only, in which © 
he considers the application of caustic to 
be justifiable: * “ First, where the stric- 

ture is so: tight as not to admit the smal-— 
lest bougie to pass. Secondly, where the 


orifice in the stricture is not in a line with 


'* Hunter, p. 196. 


5. 
the urethra. Thirdly, where the passage has. 
been obliterated by disease, and the urine 
passes by fistule in perinzo.* The first 
very rarely occurs,” says Mr. H. ‘for if 

the passage in the stricture, be in a line 
| with the general canal, a small bougie will 
commonly pass, and although it may not 
read®y do so upon every trial, it will be 
sufficient to make way for another bougie, 
and THAT Is ALL THAT 18 WANTED.” 
‘It is evident, Mr. Hunter considered. the 
remedy in the other two-situations, as only 
a forlorn hope, when he says, that in cases 
of this sort, he has succeeded beyond his 
expectation. To the ordinary cases of | 
stricture, the application of this violent 
remedy, must of course. be more objec- 
tionable. We are told, that some trifling 
strictures have been removed by two appli- 

* Mr. Hunter, I am informed, used to shew a preparation 
of this kind in his lectures, always remarking, ‘that had ‘he 


attempted the caustic’ in that case, he should have made a 
new passage between the bladder and rectum. 
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cations of it, and some even by one. But 
to such cases as these, could it be neces- 
sary? The impediment which usually 
constitutes a recent stricture, 1s the con- 
traction of a slender piece of the inner 
membrane of the urethra, only a few lines’ 
“in thickness, and which may be broken 
down by a slight mechanical force. That 
the armed bougie is not in the least adapted 
for removing cA obstruction of any extent, 
must be equally obvious. It could only 
act upon the anterior part of the stricture, 
without a prospect of burning the whole 
extent of the contraction.* ae Even could 


we imagine,” observes an ingenious au- 


*Foa gentleman, with whom I was well acquainted, it 
was applied upwards of fifty times, to a supposed stricture 
near the neck of the bladder. When he died, the obstruc- 
tion was discovered to have. arisen from an enlarged prostate 
gland. T he caustic had eaten an inch into the substance of 
the gland. Many instances of a similar kind might be enu-— 
merated, but it is not necessary, as they apply more to a want 


of professional discrimination, than to the point in discuse 
sion. 


_ 
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thor, ‘* that it had this power; our judg- 
ment and common sense would revolt atl 
the doctrine of this being the proper plan 
to be pursued.” In all the other cases of 
obstruction, as tumors, enlargement of the 
corpus spongiosum, &c. it must be equally 
_ inefficacious and improper.* 3 

I shall now take leave of’ the armed 
bougie; fully and cordially agreeing, with 
an opinion entertained by many others, 
that it is the most objectionable 1 mode of 
applying caustic:—-at the same time I am 
. ready tq acknowledge. the obligation we 
are under to Mr. Home, for thé exertion 
and talents with which, it is universally. 
admitted, he has elucidated a difficult and . 


important point of Surety, 


* First. Lines of the Practice of Surgery, ps 429. 


38 
In 1801, Mr. Whately’s book, to which 
I have so frequently referred, made its ap- 
pearance, in which he proposed to obviate 
these inconveniences, by securing a small 
quantity of powdered lunar caustic, at the 
end of a bougie, by means of. common 
glue,* which, when sufficiently. hardened, 
was covered with a thin coating of bees 
wax. The advantages attending the bou- 
gie, prepared in this manner, are thus 
-. described :—‘“‘ In the first place, the bou- 
“gie may be of any size; and may be 
readily passed into, or a little beyond, such 
strictures as are extremely narrow. Se- 
condly, from the protection afforded by 
the wax coating, no part whatever of the 


caustic touches the sides of the urethra, . 


* A plan, similar to this, has been recommended by Mr. 
Sherwin. He advises powdered lunar caustic to be applied 
to the stricture, by means of a whalebone bougie, having a 
small depression at the point, in whioh the caustic is to be 


retained, by adhesive plaister, or any other viscous sub- 
stance. . | 


) " 
in it’s passage to the stricture. Thirdly, a 
determinate quantity of caustic may be 
applied with certainty.. Fourthly, the 
caustic cannot be separated from the bou- 
gie. Fifthly, the caustic may be made to 
act on the whole surface of the stricture 
at-each application. Sixthly, where there 
are more strictures than one, the caustic 
may be directed and confined in its action. 
Seventhly, fixing the caustic with glue has 7 
this additional recommendation; we can 
attach it with safety to the very extremity 
of the bougie, and thereby apply it with 
“more certainty to an impervious stricture, 
than is practicable with the common armed. 
bougie.” # : 


However, these seven reasons, so syste- 
matically arranged, are insufficient to sup- 
port the improved practice, more than 


three years. For in year 1804, a more 


* Whately, first edit. p- 68. 


efficacious, less painful and hazardotis 
remedy, 1s proposed. This remedy is the 
‘kali purum, or pure potass, once called 
lapis infernalis; and which is in common 
use for making the ,deepest slough. At 
first sight it appears strange, that the most 
ungovernable of the whole fraternity of 
caustic substances, should turn out to be 
an ‘‘ easy, mild, efficacious remedy.” The 
reader, perhaps, may be a little inclined 
to scepticism on. this point, particularly if 
-he should happen to recollect, that’ Mr. 
Home holds nearly: the same language of 
the lunar caustic. But we are informed, 
that the kali purum acts upon. different 
principles. It is true, the lunar caustic 
takes off the cuticular lining of the ure- 
| thra: not so the kali purum—that only 
abrades—and the -degree. of abrasion is, 
moreover, under the control of the ope- 
rator, whose business seems to be, to effect 


a sort of chemical combination -between: 


4i- 
the disease and the remedy. The mode 
of proceeding is as follows :—A bougie is 
chosen just large enough toventer the stric~ 
ture with some degreeiof tightness; at the 
round end‘ of which a small hole is to:be — 


‘made with a pin; into which a small: por+ — 


tion of kali purum,» less than half. the 
size of the smallest \pin’s head, is to be 
placed; the hole is then to be contracted 
by the fingers, and the remaining vacancy 
filled up with hog’s lard. The operator 
having oiled it, is to pass it by a gentle 
motion to the anterior part of the stric+ : 
ture, where it is to be kept for a few’se~ 
conds, until the caustic begins to dissolve. 
It is then to be pushed forward about one 
eighth of an inch, and. there .retained! a 
second or two, and then carried) forward 
through the stricture. By this means,’ the. 
kali being diffused over every part of the: 
strictured surface, produces a slimy sub-. 
stance, compounded probably of the kali, 
GC. ? 
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the ‘abraded matter. of the celts sae 
the oil and lard used in the operation. In 
this, manner, says Mr. Whately,* ‘the Lot 
penetrates, and dissolves the hard and dis~ 
eased surface of a stricture, with a facility, 
which novother remedy, that can be safely. 
-applieds will equally do.: [he safety, how- 
ever, of this remedy, ean’ only consist in 
the; smallness of .the portion of kali, di- 
rected to be used; for lit, is. hardly to be 
_ doubted, that if it, be, employed to have 
any efficacy as a caustic, it;cannot be less! 
injurious, or, objectionable, than, the lunar 


caustic. 


a easeieemnanaamammmened 


» Having: fully: pointed: out the) dangers 
and disadvantages of the applicationoof » 
caustic inthese \complaints,:; I, shall, now 
proceed itovinvestigate _the merits and de- 
meritsyof the; common, bougie. It should 
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be recollected his is ouily a comparative 
view. : : 3 


The introduction of the common bou- 
gie,, may be considered as a very important 
improvement, in. the practice of surgery: 
The credit of this improvement appears : 

~ to be due to Mr. Daran. ‘Till his time, 
the treatment of strictures made little pro- 
eress. The extensive employment. of it, 
and the reputation he acquired by what he 
called. medicated bougies, is well known. 
From this period, the common bougie, as 
~at present employed, came into generai 
use. 7. | 


The principal objections to it are, first, 
that the cure is not so permanent as that 
made by caustic. Secondly, that the irri- — 
table state of the stricture is kept up and 
even encreased by it.—With respect to the 


first and most, formidable ohjedhetie ‘it 


+ Vik Gore ce oe 39. 


a mee 
— would certainly be a presumptive argu- 
ment against the use of the bougie, if it 
failed oftener in this respect, than any : 
other remedy; but this is at least doubt- 
ful, and we know that the consequence of 
‘a return; after the use of caustic, is “. 
stricture of a more permanent and agera~ 
vated nature.—But admitting, that it did 
return oftener, it would then’ remain to be 
considered, whether it would not be better 
to submit to the return of a complaint, 
which’ could be relieved by the. milder 
means, than secure the chance only of a 
. longer respite by so painful, and sometimes; ; 
_ dangerous a remedy? In many instances 
we too well know, that the remedy is more 
injurious than the disease, and the patient 
is advised to submit to an evil, the incon- 
venience of which is ascertained, rather } 
than risk the danger of loading: himself 
| with greater and uncertain ills. It is un- 


doubtedly a melancholy fact, that where 
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the disease has existed a long ena ‘no 


person is safe from a return of this com- 


plaint, whatever methods may have been 


resorted to in his cure. Mr. Hunter says, 


‘ as strictures are diseases that commonly 
recur, no man who has ever had a stric- 
ture, and is cured of it, should rely on > 
the cure as lasting, but should always be 
prepared for a return.’ * | i 

As to the second objection, that the 
iritable state of a stricture is kept up 
and even encreased, and that swelled: tess | 
ticle, is sometimes produced by it. Can 


we in these cases believe, that the same 


or greater inconveniences would not: hive 


happened from, the armed bougie? It 

should be recollected, that the same me- 
,. ont . rer 

chanical instrument is used in both cases, 

only one has the addition of a stimulating 


substance at the end ‘of it. This sub- 


* Hunter, ps 124. 
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stance does not alter the shape or texture 
of. the bougie, “May we not rather at- 
tribute these circumstances, when they do 
occur, to the injudicious manner in’ which 
the. bougie was introduced into the ure- 
thra? © Ihave’ repeatedly seen surgeons 
attempt to force a full sized bougie down 
the urethra, before they knew whether the 
smallest would pass.* Supposing, how- 
ever, these derangements do occasionally 
occur, what? lare “they in the balance, 
against the mischiefs, that are admitted 
to‘ arise from ‘the’ ‘use of caustic —and | 
with respect to the irritation and spasm — 
that are sometimes met with in strictures, 
I. have seen Mr. Howard’s observations 
verified vin many cases, where the symp- 
toms have been greatly relieved by the 


Sw 


* There is frequently the same want of caution in the ex- 
amination for the stone: the iron sound is passed into the | 
biadder without any previous investigation of the state of 
the urethra. 


AT 

bougie .remaining,,in ‘the. anterior party of 
the passage, for anfewchoursed) do yi sid 
09 -oft: 19d: fonnss . it.Jards.Javrg, 

The following is. Mr. Howard’s account 

of the spasm that occasionally takes: place. 
“This disposition .to contraction,” ; says) 
Mr...“ originates from the stricture, it~ 
self, and thence. extends, gradually to, the, 
bladder .and contiguous, parts, and. an-) 
teriorly, in a less: degree; to the urethray 
To overcome or moderate this propensity: 
in the first instance, there is a necessity 
for the means of producing anodyne felax- 
ation, which need.not be repeated. ‘The 
second. re medy -for .counte racti ng. this :ob-: 
stacle, is to.dilate the passage with a:-bou-' 
gie;\ the simple introduction: of which will. 
give the parts ‘on ) this side the: stricture}, 
the stricture itself, and’ the, neck: of the 
bladder, beyond it; a. disposition /to,open.? 
And it is a singular fact; that it will fre= 


‘quently do this, although it be impossible 
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to pass the stricture; and when the irrita- 
bility of the urethra at that part is so 
great, that it cannot bear the contact of 
the extremity of the bougie. Wearing a 
few inches of. this: application | in the ante- 
rior part of the passage only, for a few 
hours every day, will sometimes mitigate _ 
the symptoms, and dimivish both the dif- 
ficulty and pain of discharging the water, 
more particularly when the urethra is very 


tender, or much contracted,’*. 


. It has been the practice with some sur- 
geons to force a full sized bougie through 
_a stricture, that only allowed a small one 
to pass. With this view metallic bougies 
are sometimes used. The late Mr. Cruick- 
shank was in the habit: of employing a 
large silver probe for this purpose. By 
_ this mode of proceeding, the stricture 


* Howard’s Observations on the Venereal Disease, Vol. 
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must either be torn, or violently stretched, 
so as to destroy its contractile power, in- 
dependent.of the inflammation that would 
probably ensue. I have known the cathe- 
ter. used with, considerable. violence to 
"break down -an. obstruction, and repeated 
for several days following. ‘This mode had 
been practised on a patient whom Isaw.a 
. few weeks ago. The stricture certainly 
_ was broken through, and a full sized bou- 
- gie passed into the bladder; but the ure- 
thra. was. in such an irritable state as to 
keep him in constant dread. of making 
water for some months afterwards. Such 
rough treatment as this, does not differ 
many degrees from the practice already 
x reprobated. It.is by patiently persevering 
in. gentle means, that. success is to be 
secured or expected. ‘«« The bougie should 
be increased in size according to the faci- 
lity with which the stricture dilates; and 
the ease with which the patient bears the 
| H 


Pies. 

- dilatation. If the parts are very firm, or 
very irritable, the increase of the size of | 
the bougie should be slow, gradually steal- 
ing upon the parts, and allowing them 
to adapt their structure to the increased 
size.”* This is well expressed by a French 
writer, who describes this gradual steal- 


ing upon the parts, as effected by ce little 


- and little.” =“ La meilleure méthode est 


d’introduire dans la verge des bougies qui 
par leur volume et leur fermete puissent 
. 6carter peu 4 peu les parois de l’urethre, et 
en méme tems ramollir’ et relacher ses 
fibres.” + 


With respect to the time a bougie ought 
‘to remain in the passage, that must. be 
‘determined by the feelings of the patient ; 
nor should it be laid aside for some months 
after it passes with facility : ** quoiqu’on 


* i tiaore p' 121. 
- Cours de Chirurgie. Vol. IV. be 166. 
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urine a plain canal, il ne faut pas laisser de 
continuer Pusage des bougies tous les jours 
pendent quelques heures, ensuite toutes 
les semaines, et enfin tous les mois,” * 


The good effects of stretching a con- 
‘stricted part is frequently witnessed in.con- 
tractions of the cesophagus and_ rectum. 
‘A woman applied to me on account of an — 
obstruction in her throat, producing a 
total inability of swallowing any solid 
substance; of which complaint her father 
some years before had died. With a view 
of knowing in -what part of the cesophagus 
the stricture was, a probang was intro- 
duced. When it ‘arrived at the obstacle, 
the woman was very desirous. it shotild be 
pushed through by force. Several -at- 
tempts were, however, made in vain: at 
last the woman declared she felt the part 
' give way, when she applied her hands tg ; 


* Cours de Chirurgie. Vol. IV.-p. 167. 
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the probe, and forced it through. She 
was afterwards furnished with a proper 
bougie, by the daily and frequent use of 
which, in afew months she became quite 
well. I have seen several cases, of a simi- 
lar nature, considerably relieved by these 
means. Mr. Tlome records one case of 
a lady, nineteen years. of age, who was 
: perfectly cured by it.. Mr. Samuel Sharp 
was of opinion, with many others of equal 
character, that the mere stretching a con- 
stricted part, was not only equal to pro- 
cure an abatement of symptoms, but to: 
effect a cure. Speaking of obstructions 
of the urethra, he observes, “* that’ it: is | 
very remarkable, in regard to many ‘of 
- these strictures, that the symptoms arising 
from them shall be extenuated by acting 
against the stricture, that is to say, by 
introducing a bougie big enough to dis- 
tend the urethra, the painfulness of the 


stricture. shall cease and the strangury 
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shall abate, so that a man who is accus= 
tomed. to. make water every hour, shall 
by wearing a bougie, retain it three or 
four hours.” * But, .perhaps, the most 
unexceptionable authority is Mr. Hunter; 
every advocate of the caustic practice 
must pay deference to his opinion, and 
more decided language need not be sought. 
‘He expressly states, “* that if the case is 
such as to admit the end of a small bougie 
to pass, let it be ever so.small, the cure is 


then w our power.’ + 


The late Mr. John Howard, who 
published observations: on ‘the. venereal 
disease, after. Mr. Hunter had. published 
his, strongly recommends, the use of the 
_bougie- He dedicates. the! work to. Mr. 
Pott, to whom he had the. good fortune — 
to be confidential saith for many 


w * 


* Critical Inquiry, D. 145. 
‘+ Hunter, p. 118. whe Daly, mages 
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years. It was during that period, and 
from the opportunity afforded of seeing a 
great variety of cases, that the facts and 
reflections contained in it, occurred to him. 
It is a fair inference therefore, that this 
practice was approved by Mr. Pott, and, 
that had he given to the world his opi- 
nions upon the subject, as we are told was 
his intention, they would have confirmed 
it. 


Mr. Howard states some cases of re-. 
tention of* urine arising from stricture, 
attended by Mr. Pott and himself, that — 
were relieved by the bougie. In one case - 
- of a gentleman, fifty years of age, upon - 
Rae: consultation with Sir Cesar Hawkins, 
Mr. Adair, and Mr. Pott, it was agreed, 
that ‘the bougie should be used, after a 
preparation by the warm bath, &c. Mr. 
Howard continues the case as follows:— 


“« Although the disposition to contraction 
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) in the urethra in this case was strong, yet 
the irritability ‘of the parts was not great, 
and he bore the introduction so well, that 
I was soon enabled to pass the. bougie 
night and morning. The seat of the dis- 
ease was-in the bulbous and membranous 
parts of the urethra. In three weeks a 
very considerable progress towards .the 
bladder was made, and in proportion to 
this progress, so his symptoms’ lessened. 
He had less mucus in his urine; the. 

pain, irritation, and frequent desire to 
- empty the bladder were greatly - dimi- 
nished, he slept better, and was evidently : 
mended as to his general health. Three 
_weeks after the first, a second consultation 
was held. I passed a bougie, and the gen- 
tlemen were all of opinion, as well as— 
myself, that it had entered the bladder. 
There was, however, 2 circumstance still - 
continuing, which was remarkable, namely, 
the disposition in the urethra to contract 


. 


on the bougie. Upon this Sir. Cesar 


‘ Hawkins observed, that the medicine the 


patient had been for some time! taking, 


namely, the bark, would frequently have 


‘the’ effect. of encreasing this disposition ; 
and he said further, there was every reason 
to suppose, from the rapidity of the cure, 
that notwithstanding the length: of time 
the complaint had remained, the. parts 


were not much diseased.” © .»2+.. 


It was in the month of August, when 
Mr. Pott generally went out of town, that 
this gentleman, among other patients, was 
left under my care. I was not a little sur- 
_ prized to find that the symptoms, although 
sreatly lessened, did not go off upon the 
bougie (as we all supposed) entering the 
bladder, but I soon found I had a: further 
progress to make; and luckily, having 
neither an irritable patient, nor a diseased 


‘prostate in the way, the obstacle was over- 
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come, and’ the bougie; at length, finally got 

nto’ the “bladder ;—Lupon this the symp 

tors’ Soon Ceased; the parts recovering: 

their long lost ‘action, and the patient his 
former heal en” ¥ | se yrty 


ein 5 
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In ‘another case) the patient was rée=~ 


lieved “by the warm) bath and opium, but 
refused any ‘further assistanée. ‘Ale 
though,” ‘says Mr. H: “ this gentleman | 
knéw hehad° @ ¢tricture, and’ that his life 
had been put to the’ hazatd, yet he would 
not submit to use the only means that ‘Could 
possibly serve ‘effectually’ ° in *fature; Ee: 
MEAN THE. BooarEe” Op OSs SH asc © 
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Since this, Mr. Howard has’ published 

| at appendix tovhis treatise, and in’a Clear 
and contise matner stated his’opinions éf 

: the: Hew mews ‘Before the’ iitroduction 
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of which, he had long been accustomed to 
cure, by far the greater number of stric- 
tures, without the use of caustic ; nor does 
he see any reason for using it, when they 
can be relieved with certainty in the old 
way. But it may, he conceives, be adopted 
under. certain. modifications,, when | that 
iethod fails. .The application, however, 
should then be confined, to strictures’ in 
the anterior part of the urethra; ' and the 
cure finished, by the bougie alone. .This 
he contends for as a leading principle; and 
_ he further adds,. that ‘* many thousands of 
persons have not only been relieved, ‘so.as 
to pass their lives comfortably, but cured 
by the old method of using bougies.” * 

In confirmation of these. opinions, the 
testimony. of Mr. Benjamin  Bell,., and, 
many’ others of equal respectability, might 
be added; but I willl not detain the reader, 


* Howard, Atpeda. p- 427. 
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further than with some observations of 5 
Mr, Whately’s, which ‘are too important ’ 
to be omitted. em 


_Mr. Whately seems to have considered. 
the common: bougie as a much more effi- 
-cacious, as well. as safer instrument, than: 3 
the caustic, in the manner proposed by: 
Mr. Home; and surely whatever advan=" 
tage may be derived from his improve- | 
ment, no sone will be, hardy enough to’ 
propose:a caustic of any kind, if the com-_ 
mon bougie may answer the purpose. In, 
the first. edition of that gentleman’s work 
is the following passage :—‘* Every one, 
acquainted with the use of bougies, knows. 
their salutary..effects in all recent. stric- 
~ tures; nor are they less useful in a’ consi- 
derable number of those of longer standing; — 
in many of which, only the smallest bou- 
gie can at first be passed. © Even in. those’ 
habits where the bougie irritates at first, 


60 
and cannot. be kept:in the passage for any - 


I 


: length of time together, it is surprising | to 
observe what. may be done, by persevering 
cautiously and judiciously in its use. And 
although the cure of strictures by bougies 
Is not always certain, yet; dn many in= 

stances, the complaint does not return for 
i number of years, although no other 
| means be employed for its remoyal.. I 
have dilated strictures of the worst’ kind, 
by the common bougie, where the patients 
have remained well for five, and eyen ten 
years.” * : 


Most of Mr. W.’s cases confirm these 
observations, particularly the first; part 
of which I’shall take the liberty of quot- 
ing. “« A man, aged forty-six, «had: a 
_ severe gonorrheea in the year, 1770; for 
the cure of which he used no injections. 
The gleet (as he called it;) continued for. 


* Whately, first edit. p. 63. 
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two years,-and:then:ceased. About twelve 
years’ afterwards,’ he perceived the «firsts 
symptoms. of) a «stricture in the urethra;) ~ 
which in» the course of years encreased 
soy much, that: it was with difficulty: he: 
could, make water. At this, time he ‘ap- 
plied.to me. By an examination with 

a, bougie, I found; a ‘stricture near the 
bulb; but so much contracted as not to: 
suffer the finest bougie, I could procure, * 
to. go through it. However, I passed one: 
as far as the strictured part, and retained: 

it in that ‘situation for some hours-every® 
day. At the end of a fortnight, the stric- 
ture dilated so much, as to admit a fine 
bougie to pass through. By persevering® 
in this method, and: gradually encreasing: | 
the: size ofthe bougie, the passage was in 
afew weeks brought’ nearly to its natural’ 
width. The patient remained well about — 
seven. years. At’ the end of eight years 
he returned to me for the cure of, his. 
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stricture; which was again so: contracted; 
as not to suffer one of the finest bougies 
to pass through it; but by following the 
same method as before, for six days,’ 
a bougie went through, and soon after- 
wards I! succeeded in producing a sufficient. 
dilatation of the stricture. After this, he 
remained well about five years; but was 
under the: necessity of again applying in 
the year 1797 for relief.” Mr. W, then’ 
goes on to relate, that the regular “usé 
of. the bougie was interrupted by ill health, 
on account of which he went into St. Bar- 
tholomew’s Hospital mm February 1798.* 
During his stay there, the caustic. bougie 
was employed and persisted in. nearly 
seven months, and applied sixty-two. dif- 
ferent. times, without any progress what- 
ever being made in the dilatation or de- 


struction of the stricture. In this situa-. 


* He was admitted under the care of Mr. Long, who 
would not give his consent to the use of the caustic. 


tion he, applied: to Mr. W. a fourth time 
in. August: 1799. i After a few days a small 
bougie went through the stricture, but it 
was found impossible ‘to dilate it, more 
than to adinit«.a middle sized. bougie. 
This, determined. Mri W. ‘to try the com- 
mon caustic bougie, which he did three 
or four times without success: ‘This failure 
gave rise to the experiment of passing into 
the stricture a small quantity of powdered 
lunar, caustic,on the point of a small:bou- — 
gie, made secure by a thin coating of glue. 
By this mode, some relief was. obtained, 
and he was able to follow his employment, 
which he had. not done before for) more 


_ than three years.* 


v In this case, and a worse is:séldom met 
with, the stricture was dilated by a com- 
mon. bougie four different times, in» the 


course of seyenteen years; and I believe 


_-'* Whately, first edit: p. 82. 


64 
noone! will doubt, \that-had: the man taken 
the:least pais and attended to’ the/occa- 
sidnal introduction of ‘the. bougie, which 
under such circumstances ought never. to 
be neglected, he would have remained: well 
from the period of his being first relieved. 
iv Ilt may notobe improper to notice, 
ol this occasion; the apathy’ with! which 
persons afflicted with this complaint, too 
frequently view their situations.’ ‘The me- 
dical practitioner, alive to''the’ horrors of 
suppression of urine, and other miseries, 
attendant on’ diseases of the urinary organs, 
cannot:fail:to regard’ this indifference with 
astonishment ; and : unfortunately,’ too ‘of- 
ten are they called to witness its fatal 
effects... ‘To this indifference—to a want of 
proper personal prudence, -and in some in- 
stances, ta a false delicacy, many valuable — 
~ lives have been sacrificed. It has fallen 
to my lot to witness many unhappy in- 
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stances of this kind; and I will relate one 
in private life, which, as it occurred to 
a person with whom I was acquainted, 
and’ was the cause of infinite regret to 
many of my most intimate friends, made 
a great impression on my iind at the — 
time. n 
. ; . a 
Mr. B. a gentleman upwards of fifty 
years of age, who had passed many years ~ 
ina convivial circle in the city, was trou- 
bled in the latter part. of his life, with 
great difficulty in voiding his urine. Al- 
~ though this infirmity was so distressing, 
as to have been. notorious to all who knew > 
him, he always treated it lightly, and. 
never till within a few weeks of his death, 
understood its importance. In the sume 
mer of 1795; he went to Margate with his 
family, being in perfect health and spirits. 
He was on the water when a very heavy 
rain came on , which compietely drenched 
K. 
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his clothes, and the next day he was seized 
with rigors. He nevertheless, went out 
for two or three days following, concluding 
the sensations he felt, arose from having 
caught a slight cold. The difficulty of 
- making water he did not concern himself 
about, though there is every reason to 
believe, that a complete retention had 
taken place. His general illness caused 
medical assistance to be required; but no 
notice was taken of the urinary com~ 
plaints, and it was not till twelve days 
had elapsed, that a discoloration of the 
skin, about the pubes, penis, and scro- 
tum, led to a discovery of the real state 
he was in. My-~ father was immediately 
sent for from London; when he got to 
his patient, he found all the parts above 
mentioned, in a state of sphacelus. The 
bladder had discharged its contents, which 
loaded the cellular-membrane with urine, 
from whence it was dripping by twenty 
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orifices. Pain had ceased; and, although 
in the most deplorable situation imagina~ 
ble, he had strength .to support life aera 
a month.*. 


From the complex nature of strictures, 
it must surely be admitted by every un- 
prejudiced mind, that even presuming the 
situation of a stricture to be precisely 
ascertained, each different form of this B 


* Since these pages were in the press, another instance has 
occurred to mein a near relation, a gentleman, about thirty 
years of age, whom I accidently discovered to be in great 
distress from retention of urine. Finding him in violent 
pain, and enquiring the cause, he told me, ‘* it was only a 
strangury,’’ which of late years, always troubled him after 
taking a little more wine than usual, On examining him, 
two strictures were found, and the bladder was felt dise- 
tinctly, above the pubes. It was with difficulty a smal] 
elastic-cum catheter was introduced, by which nearly three 
quarts of water were discharged. - He had not voided more 
than a few drops of urine for four and twenty hours; and, 

’ though suffering extreme pain, was very far from supposing 
that any danger attended it. 
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disease, presents difficulties that must, 
- with every improvement, render the di- 
rection of the caustic to the exact spot, 
a matter of great uncertainty. If then 
this end is still unaccomplished, the ob- 
servations of Mr. Sharp remain in full 
force. ‘‘ The objections,” says he, ‘ to 
| the use of. caustics where the difficulty 
and almost impossibility of directing them, 
so as to eat through all the diseased parts of 
the urethra, without destroying the sound 
part; the impracticability of preventing the 
urethra from contracting when it healed, as 
much, 7f not more than it was, at the time of 
employing the escharotick: .and lastly, the 
pain was so excruciating, and perhaps — 
the application so poisonous, that imme- 
diate mortification of the scrotum, penis, 
and bladder, were sotnetiines well known 
to ehsue:* upon these accounts, the 
use of escharoticks seems to’ have been” 


* Critical Inquiry, p. 151. 
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entirely rejected.”* There are few, I be- 
lieve, who will not think this was sufficient 
ground for abandonitig them; and viewing 
the fairest representations of all the im- 
provements, suggested in the application 
of escharoticks to the diseases of the ure- 
thra, must we not still agree, that “ ces 
remédes enflammoient, rongeoient et ulcé- 
roient ce conduit—et bien loin de procurer 
du soulagement, aprés la cicatrice, le con- 
duit de lurine se trouvoit encore plus 
étroit.’+ That there are circumstances in 
which the application of the caustic may 
be attempted as an experiment, and under 
certain modifications, I am ready to ad- 


mit; but I believe those cases to be 


* Mr. Bromfield was of the same opinion. ‘* It is well 
known,”” he observes, ** that caustics and escharotics are 
applied with advantage to parts within our reach; but the 
uncertainty of their being conveyed immediately to the part 
affected in the urethra, and the injury they must do sound 
parts, has occasioned their being exploded.’’—Bromfield’s 
Chirurgical Observations and Cases, Vol. Il. p. 297. 


.f Cours de Chirurgie. Vol. IV. p. 165. 
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very few, and the prospect of success, a8 
far as regards the cure of stricture, to be 
very precarious.. Here, as in many other 
situations, where there is doubt as to the 
probability of success, and where the 
mode of cure proposed, is both painful 
and hazardous, the patient only ought 
to decide. It is for him to make his 
election, whether he will go throngh the 
new rough road, instead of the smooth 
old one. Every young practitioner will 
do wisely to act on this principle; for one 
unsuccessful operation may be more pain- 
ful to his feelings, and do more injury to 
his fame and fortune, than an hundred ~ 


successful cases can repair. - 


Thus far I have endeavoured to shew, 
that the use of the common bougie should 
be considered asa leading principle in the 
cure of every description of stricture in 
the urethra. ‘* It requires patience, cool- 
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ness, and perseverance. If the surgeon 
can make any progress, though slowly, he 
must be contented. ‘If after the exertions 
of many days he once gets through, he 
will be compensated by seeing the ease 
and comfort of the patient, and the pleas- 
ing prospect of being soon at the end of 
his labour.’ * J will conclude with ap- 
plying here, an observation used by Mr. 
Whately on another occasion. ‘‘ If, there- 
fore, by this easy, safe, and mild method 
of treatment, relief can occasionally be 
given to the close of life, without the 
patients suffering much inconvenience. or 
pain from the disorder, it is certainly more 
_adviseable to pursue this plan of treat- 
ment, than to make-use of a remedy, 
which has in some instances produced 
even fatal consequences.” + 


- * Howard’s Treatise, Vol. Ul. p. 161. , 
' + Whately’s Observations, first edit. p. G4 
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IT’ would be needless to trouble the 
reader with a long detail of cases. The 
following are selected from a great many, 
and are given in confirmation of the 
- foregoing observations, with a view of 
shewing how frequently strictures exist, 
without the patient having any knowledge 
of it. 


CASE I. 


. fA gentleman, aged thirty-five, who had 
been married upwards of nine years, con- 
sulted me for a discharge from the urethra, 
which had troubled him in a slight degree 
for ten months, but had increased so much 
| “as to alarm him, and led ‘him to believe it 
was the remains of an old’ venereal com- 
plaint. He said, he made water very well, 
aud in a full stream ; but on desiring him 


to make water in my presence, it appeared 
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he had deceived himself in this particular. 
He then admitted, that he had not mate 
water in a fuller stream for a great length 
of time, but that he had not thought it 
of any consequence. On examination by 
the bougie, a stricture was found at five 
inches and a half, and another at six and 
a half.’ They were dilated in nine weeks, 
and very shortly after the discharge en- 
-tirely disappeared. | 
CASE II. 

A gentleman, aged thirty-four, wrote to 
me. from the country on account of a dis- 
charge he had from the urethra; but before 
my answer reached him, it had stopped. 
A twelvemonth after he called on me, 
having a running, which he suspected was 
a clap. On. questioning him, it appeared, 
that he had never been quite free from a. 
trifling gleeting. On this account, as 
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there was no inflammation, a bougie was 
introduced, which stopped at five inches 
and a half. By a little perseverance it 
passed on. The next day the discharge 
was rather increased, which confirmed the 
patient’s suspicion of its beimg venereal. 
At my solicitation he was induced to wait 
two days, when it was so far lessened, as 
to clear up his doubts. The bougie was 
then used every day, and he got well 
without any unpleasant symptoms. 


CASE III. 


had been troubled with 


a discharge from the urethra for many 


Captain —— 
months. A stricture was found at five 
inches and a half, and another. at six 
inches; the latter was extremely irritable, 
as was the whole of the canal. I applied 
the mercurial ointment, lowered with some 


spermaceti ointment, which produced a 
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slight sensation of warmth; in a few days 
this was not felt, and a moderate sized 
bougie passed through the stricture, with-. 
out any pain. The bougie was gradually . 
increased in size, and at the end of two 
months, a full sized bougie could be passed 
‘into the bladder. 


CASE IV. 


Major , about thirty-five years 
of age, applied to me to examine whe- 
ther he had strictures. He said he could 
make water very well, but that he was 
living with a friend -who was suffering 
dreadfully ; that his mind was so affected 
by it, that he could not rest satisfied till 
_he was sure he was free from any symptom 
of the complaint, particularly as his course 
of life, for years, had been such as to war- 
rant the expectation of it. I passed a full. 
sized bougie as far as the bulb of the ure- 
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thra, but could not get it further; it was. 
therefore withdrawn..- and I could not then 
persuade him to let me try a. smaller size. 
His distress was very great, though he 
‘confessed he did. not feel. the least. pain 


on its introduction, yet the sensation at 


taking it out, he said, was horrible.* In 


a few days, he consented to another trial ; : 


a moderate sized bougie passed through 
without any pain, and in seven weeks, 


a full sized bougie passed the. stricture. 


CASE V. 


Colonel ———, on his arrival from In- 
dia, consulted me for a gleeting. He per- 
mitted me to examine the urethra 5. the 
bougie went as far as six inches, with great 
“ease, when it stopped. A smaller sized 
bougie was introduced and passed through 


~* Tt is not uncommon for persons not to complain when a 
bougie.is introduced, yet faint immediately it is taken out. 
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the stricture. This was repeated daily for 
a few weeks, when he left town, the ure~ 
thra being very nearly restored to its 
natural sige. He was not aware of any 
difficulty in voiding his urine; but when > 
the stricture was dilated, he gad, it ex- 
plained to him a sensation he did not be- 
fore understand, which was always left in 
that spot, for some minutes after he had_ 


, made water. 


1 CASE VF. 


A respectable tradesman, in Westmin- 
ster, applied to me for the cure of a gleet; 
for which he had been using a variety of 
injections, and taking bark to strengthen 
his: bladder, which he said he was advised 
to do, as it was so weak he could not hold 
his water. On’ examination, the glans 
penis appeared highly inflamed ; the orifice 


of the urethra having a pouting appear= 
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ance; I therefore postponed any further 
investigation of his complaints, until the » 
inflammatory symptoms were abated. | In 
_a few days the parts were in a state to ad- 
mit of.an examination with a bougie. I 
found a stricture at five inches, and ano- 
ther at five and a half. In the course of 
three weeks they were sufficiently dilated 
to admit a full sized bougie, which passed 
on to another stricture at six inches and a , 
half. Through this I could only pass a 
small sized bougie, which gave so much 
pain, that I was obliged immediately to 
withdraw it. Four days afterwards I in- 
troduced a small bougie a second time, 
which did not give him so much pain as 
the former application, and remained in 
ten minutes. On the third day it was 
repeated, and afterwards every second day 
for nearly a fortnight. At this time he 
could retain his water, and was in other _ 


respects, in a comfortable state; but having 
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some business to transact at Portsmouth, 
he left town, promising to pass the bougie 
himself regularly. In about three weeks 
he returned, and his complaints were not 
worse. A moderate sized bougie passed 
very readily on to the ladder, and the — 
discharge had nearly stopped. He after- - 
wards submitted to the regular use of the 
bougie, and continued it until he was 
completely relieved. : ; 


ve CASE VII. 


A gentleman, who was to be married in 
a few days, applied to me, having a trifling 
discharge. He gave me leave to pass a 
-bougie, which stopped at a stricture about 
six inches, which was completely removed 
by the use of the bougie. He had no 
_ difficulty in making water, nor any symp- 
tom, indicative of his complaint, except- 


ing the discharge. 
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CASE VIII. 


A gentleman, about forty years of age, 
applied to me for the cure of a hydrocele. 
A few days after the operation, (injection), 
he told me he was sure the inflammation 
had produced something in the urethra, 
for he felt constant pain in the passage 
below the scrotum. I questioned him as 
to the probability of stricture; but he 
said it was impossible, as his water came 

in a full stream, though he thought it — 
troubled him oftener than usual. On ex- 
amining him with a bougie, I found a 
stricture near the bulb of the urethra, 
through which a moderate sized bougie 
only would pass. By using the bougie a 
few weeks, the urethra was dilated. suffi- 


ciently to admit one of the largest size. 
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CASE IX. 


A young gentleman, about twenty years 
of age, applied to me for the cure of a 
gleeting from the urethra, which had been 
on him upwards of a year and a half. 
He said, that he had lately lost his flesh, 
had no appetite, and that he was fre- 
quently troubled with shiverings and sick- 
ness, and he was apprehensive, if some- 
thing was not speedily done for his com- 
plaints, he should get into a decline. He 
had had a violent gonorrhoea a year and a 
half previous to coming to me, for which 
he had used injections, and the running 
had never completely ceased from that 
time. JI passed a full sized bougie as far 
‘as four inches, when it met with resist-— 
ance, and gave him pain, which left him 
instantly on the bougie. being taken out. 
The next day a smaller sized bougie passed 

M 
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through the stricture as far as five inches 
and a half, where it stopped; but after re- 
maining a few minutes, it proceeded on 
to the bladder. I'wo days afterwards the - 
operation was. repeated, but the bougie, 
as on the first attempt, did not pass the 
second stricture, till after it had Iain in the 
urethra nearly a quarter of an hour. This 
circumstance continued for six days, when. 
it went through with tolerablejease. 


CASE X. 


J. H. a married man, aged thirty, ap- 
plied to me for the cure of a gleet. On 
| questioning him, I found he made water 
eight or ten times a day, and that he could _ 
not retain it when he had occasion., Al- 
though he was in great distress from, this 
circumstance, as it was an interruption to 
his employment, (as marker af, a. billiard 
table), he was not in the least aware that it 
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atose from any impediment in his passage. 
On examination there was a stricture at 
three inches and a half, another at five, and 
another at six and a half. The first was _ 
easily dilated, and the others were made _ 
ina very comfortable state in a few weeks, hy 
by the use of the bougie, and the occa- 
sional application of the unguent hydrar. 
He continues to use the bougie, and re- 
mains well, having no difficulty in retain- 


ing his urine. 


CASE XI. 


A young gentleman, in one of the public 
offices, called on me with a purulent dis- — 
charge from the urethra, which he said 
came on suddenly, and as far as he knew, 
without.any cause. He had contracted 
a gonorrhea, a few months béfore, for 
which he said he had used somé strong 
“injections, given him by a friend, that 
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_ cured the complaint in a few days. On 
questioning him as to his water, he as- 
serted it came very freely. As I had 
suspicions of his having a stricture, I 
requested he would permit me to pass a 
bougie, which, after much persuasion, he 
consented to, and a stricture was found at 
five inches and a half. As there was some 
inflammation, the operation with the bou- 
gie was deferred for a few days, till the 
discharge had nearly ceased. He had the 
bougie passed regularly, and in the course 
of three weeks, the Sian was dilated to 
its natural size. 


CASE XII. 


I performed the operation for the radical 
cure of an hydrocele ona gentleman, not, 
long since, who after a few days told me 
he was sure the inflammation had_ pro- 
duced: something in the urethra, for he 
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felt constant pain in the passage below the 
scrotum. I questioned him as to the pro- 
bability of stricture, but he said it was 
impossible, that his water came in a full 
stream, though he thought it troubled 
him oftener than it used to do. On exa- 
mining him with a bougie, I found a stric- 
ture in the perinzeum, through which a 
moderate sized bougie only would pass. 
By using the bougie a few weeks, the ure- 
thra. was dilated sufficiently to admit one 
of the largest size. 


CASE XIII. — 


_ Suppression of urine, arising from stric~ 
ture in the urethra, relieved by, catgut 
bougie. | ie : 
~. On Thursday, July 30, 1807, I. was 
| called. up. by a professional gentleman. in 
the neighbourhood, to visit ‘a naval officer’ 
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“at Hatchett’s Hotel, with a retention of 
urine, I found him in extreme-pain, not 
- having passed any urine for fourteen hours. 
His bladder was she tense, and he had 


Mw 


constant straining, 


~On passing a moderate sized bougie, it 
met with an obstruction ‘about six inches 
down the urethra. This was withdrawn, 
and a smaller bougie was ‘attempted to be 
introduced, but without success. I then 
took a fine catgut bougie, and passed with 
great caution as far as the stricture, and 
in a few minutes was fortunate enough to 
get it through the stricture. Having ac- 
complished this, and ‘directed him to take 
sixty drops of laudanum, and to be kept 
as auiet as possible, I left him for nearly 
two hours: On my return he was on his 
feet out of bed, with the urine trickling 
in a very small stream by the sides of the 
bougie; in this way he stood nearly an 
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hour, and voided three pints of urine. 
The. catgut bougie being perfectly soft was: 
taken out, and a small sized common bou- 
gie introduced, and the patient put into 
bed. : LSC ORG HELIS 

Four hours afterwards I saw him again; 
he had been to sleep, and was considerably 
relieved. As he complained of an irrita- 
tion to make water, the bougie was with- 
drawn, and he voided, with some difficulty 
and in a very small stream, about three-. 
quarters of a pint. The bougie was again 
introduced; it passed with greater ease 
than it had done before. He was now per- 
~ fectly composed in his mind, and shortly 
affer he was put to bed, he fell asleep, 
and continued so six or seven hours. 
When he awoke the bougie was taken out, 
and he passed about half a pint of urine, 
with much less straining, but still in a very 


small stream. ‘The opiate was repeated at 
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night, but in a less quantity. He passed 
a good night, and the next day was con- | 
siderably better. From this time he con- 
tinued to mend; the bougie was passed 
daily and persisted in, till the passage was 
sufficiently dilated to admit of nearly a. 
full sized bougie. It is now only used 
occasionally. 


THE END. 
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_commonly termed the Gonorrhea Virulenta, containing a 


simple, safe, and certain Method of Cure, without the usc of 


Mercury, 2s 6d. 

17—BUTTER on the INFANTILE REMITTENT FEVER, 
commonly called the Worm Fever; accurately describing 
that fatal Disease, explainiug its Causes and Nature, and dis-. 
covering an easy, ’ safc, and successful Method of Cure, 2d 
edit. Is “6d, 1806. 

18S—BURN’s OBSERVATIONS on seme of the most frequent 
and important DISEASES of the HEART ; on ANEURISM 
of the THORACIC AORTA; on PRETERNATURAL 
PULSATION in the Epigastric Region ; and on the unusual 
Origin and Distribution of some of the largest Arteries of the 
Human Body. By Allan Burn, Lecturer on Anatomy and 
Surgery, Glasgow, Loards, 7s. 8vo. 

JO—BADHAM’s OBSERVATIONS on the INFLAMMA- 
TORY AFFECTIONS of the MUCUS MEMBRANE of 
the Bronchiz, comprehending an Account of the acute In- 
flammation of the patrs—of Peripneumonia Notha, and of 
Chronic Coughs, &c. By Charles Badham, M.D. Lecturer 
on the Practice of Physic, &c, and Physician to the West- 
minster General Dispensary, Loards, 4s.12mo, 

20—CLARK's (Joun) OBSERVATIONS on the DISEASES 
which prevail in LONG VOY AGES to HOT COUNTRIES, 
particularly to the East Indies : and on the same Diseases as 
they appear in Great Britain, 8vo. bourds, 7s. 6d. 1809. ies 


21—CURSORY REMARKS on CORPULENCE.—By a 


Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, sewed, 25. Sv0. 
Think not, ye Candidates for health, 


That ought can gain the wished- for prize er 


(Or pill or potion, power or wealth), 
But-temperance and exercises 


iy 


22—-CARMICHAEL’s ESSAY on the NATURE and CURR 
of SCROFULA, and a Demonstration of its Origin from 
Disorder of the Digestive Organs ;_ interspersed with Observa- 
tions on the General Treatment of Children—By Richard 
Carmichael, Surgeon, Dublin, 8vo. boards, 5s. 1810. 

23-—-CARMICHAEL’s ESSAY on the Effects of Carbonate and 
other Preparations of Iron, upon CANCER; with an Inquiry 
into the Nature of that and other Diseases, to which it bears a 
Relation. By Ricnarp Carmicuazt, Surgeon, 2d edit. 
considerably enlarged and improved, Loards, 10s Od. 8vo. 

24—-CUTHBERTSON’s PRACTICAL TREATISE on ELEC- 
TRICITY and GALVANISM, by John Cathbertson, Philo- 
sophical Instrument Maker, and Member of the Philosophical 
Societies of Holland and Utrecht, in one vol. 8vo. illustrated 
with nine copper plates, boards, 10s Gd. 

25——CRICHTON’s SYNOPTICAL TABLE of DISEASES, 
exhibiting their Arrangement in Classes, Orders, Genera, and 
Species, designed for the Use of Students, on two sheets, im- 
perial folic, 2s 6d. 

20-—-COPELAND's OBSERVATIONS on some of the 
principal DISEASES of the RECTUM and ANUS: parti- 
cularly Stricture of the Rectum, the Hemorrhoidal Excres- 
cence and Fistula in Ano,—By Thomas Copeland, Fellow of 
the Royal College of Surgeons, and Assistant Surgeon tothe 
Westminster General Dispensary, Lourds, 8s. 1810. 

27—CROWTHER’s PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS on the 

DISEASE of the JOINTS, commonly called WHITE 
SWELLING ; with some Remarks on Caries, Necrosis, and 
Scrophulous Abscess ; in which a new and successful Method 
of treating these Diseases is. pointed out. Second edit. with 
considerable additions and improvements. By Bryan Crow- 
ther, Member of the Royal College of Surgeons in London, 
and Surgeon to Bridewell and Bethlem . Hospitals,—in one 


volume 8vo. illustrated with seven coloured plates, 10s. Od. 
boards. —Ditto large paper, with proof impressions of the 
plates, 16s. 


28—A. CORN. CELSI DE MEDICINA Libri Octoquibus 
accedunt, Indices Capitum Autorum et Rerum ex Ricensione 
Leonardi Targe. In 8vo. hoards, 12s. 

99—COUPER’s SPECULATIONS on the MODE and APs 
PEARANCES of IMPREGNATION in the HUMAN 
FEMALE; with an Account of the’ Principal Ancient, and 
an Rxamination of the Modern Theories of Generation, the 
3d edition, with considerable additions, 4s. 

" 30—DUFOUR’s TREATISE on DISEASES of the URE-~ 
THRA, particularly describing the various Symptoms attend- 

ing Strictures, Obstructions, Gleets, &c. and on the Prevention 
of the Stone and Gravel, with a Variety of Cases, tending to 
shew the Efficacy of tasers s medicated Bougies, and a new 
Method of treating a Gonorrhea, &c. 7th edition, considerably 

' enlarged, 3s. 

31—DAUBENTON’s OBSERVATIONS on INDIGESTION, 
in which is satisfactorily shewn the Efficacy of Ipecacuanha, 


in relieving this, as well as its connected Train of Complaints 
peculiar to the Decline of Life, translated from the French, 
3rd edit. with Additions, by Dr. Buchan, Js Od. 1809. 
32—CLARK’s (Dr. Joun) COLLECTION of PAPERS, in- 
tended to promote an Institution for the Cure and Prévention 
of Infectious Fevers in Newcastle, and other populous Towns ; 
together with the Communications of the most eminent Phy- 
sicians, relative to the Safety and Importance of einen 
Fever Wards to the Newcastle and other Infirmaries, 2 vols. 
12mo, sewed, Os. 
 33—DOMEIER's OBSERVATIONS on the CLIMATE, 
' MANNERS, and AMUSEMENTS of MALTA; prin- 
cipally intended for the Information of Invalids repairing 
to that Island for the Recovery of Health. By William Do- 
meier, M.D. of the Royal College of Physicians of London, 
boards, 4s.6d. 
$4—EARLE’s (Sir James) L ETTER, containing some Obser- 
vations on the Fractures of the Lower Limbs: to which is 
- added an Account of a Contrivance to administer Cleanliness 
and Comfort to the Bed-ridden, or Persons confined to Bed 
by Age, Accident, Siena: or any other Infirmity, with 
. Explanatory Plates, sewed, 3s. 
25—EARLE’s (Sir James) OBSERVATIONS on HASMOR- 
RHOIDAL EXCRESCENCES, 2nd edit. seaed, 15 6d. 
36—FORD's OBSERVATIONS on the DISEASE of the HIP 
JOINT; to which is added, some Remarks on White Swel- 
lings of the Knee, the Caries of the Joint of the Wrist, and 
other similar Complaints. The whole illustrated- by Cases 
and Engravings, taken from the Diseased Part. By the 
late Epwaxp Forp, Esq. F.S. A. The Second Edition, 
revised carefully, with some additional Observations, by 
Tuomas CorgxanD, Fellow of the College of Surgeons, and 
Assistant-Surgeon to the Westminster General Dispensary. 
Illustrated with’8 copper plates, Svo. Loards. 12s. 
27—GRIFFITH’s PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS on the 
CURE of HECTIC and SLOW FEVERS and the PULMO- 
NARY CONSUMPTION, to which is added, a Method of 
treating several Kinds of Internal Hemorrhages, a new edition, 
sewed, 1s 6d. 
38—GIBBON’s MEDICAL CASES and REMARKS, Part I. 
on the Good Effects of Salivation in Jaundice, arising from 
Calculi. Part IL. on the free Use of Nitre in at Gang cca 
boards, 2s 6d. 8vo. 


39—GIRDLESTONE on DIABETES, with an Historical 


Sketch of that Disease, sewed, 2s 6d. 8vo. 


40—GORDON’s (Dr. Avexarbr r) TREATISE on the EPI- 
DEMIC PUERPERAL FEVER of ABERDEEN, sewed, is 


2s Od. 


41—-HARTY’s (Dr.) OBSERVATIONS on the SIMPLE DY- 
SENTERY, and its COMBINATIONS; containing a Re- 


view of the most celebrated Authors, whe have written on — 


this subject, and also an Investigation into the Source of Con- 
tagion, tn that and some other Diseases, boards, 7s 6d. Svo. 


~ 


3 
———— ee lee 


** This Work we find no difficulty in recommending to our Readers ; it tom 
tains, unquestionably, a larger mass of evidence than isany where else to be found, 
of the various species of this. formidable disease ; and again we think it right 
once more to recommend the Work before us, as the most valuable digest of all 
that has been written uponit.—Vide Mevrcax and Puystcau JourNnat, fer 
Decembe r, 1805. 7 


** We have derived much gratification from the perusal of this volume, since, 
without going the complete length of all his speculations, we think that the Aue) 
thor has manifested a considerable share of ability in their support ; he merits the 
praise of sagacity, for the selection and arrangement of his materials; of great in- 
dustry, i in the collection of them; and of having manifested a becoming modesty 
“A a enunciation of his own conjectures, "%—Vide Mon tury Rav. for June, 

° 

42—HUNTER’s (Joun) TREATISE on the VENEREAL 

\’ DISEASE, with an Introduction and Commentary, by Dr.Jo- 
sEPH ApaAms, fouards, 14s. 8vo. 

43—-HAMILTON’s OBSERVATIONS on SCROPHULOUS 

AFFECTIONS, with Remarks on Schirrus Cancer, and 
~ Rachitis, Loards, 3s. 12mo. 
44—HUME’s OBSERVATIONS on the ANGINA PECTO- 

RIS, GOUT, and COW-POX, Loards, 2s. 
45—HIGGINS's (WitrrAm) ESSAY on the THEORY and 

PRACTICE of BLEACHING, wherein the Sulphuret of 

LIME is recommended ‘as a Substitute for Pot Ash, sewed, 2s. 
46—HASLAM’s OBSERVATIONS on MADNESS and ME- 

LANCHOLY: including Practical Remarks on those Diseases; 

together with Cases, and an Account of the Morbid Appear- 

ances on Dissection. By Joun Haszam, late of Pembroke 

Hall, Cambridge ; Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, 

and Apothecary to Bethlem Hospital, 2nd edit. considerably 

enlarged, in one vol. Svo. boards, Qs. 
47—JOHNSON's PRACTICAL ESSAY on CANCER, being - 
the Substance of Observations, to which the Annual Prize for 

1808 was adjudged by the Royal College of Surgeons, Lon- 
_ don. By CurisropHer Turner Jonnson, Surgeon, of 

_ Exeter, Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, of London, 
and of the Royal Medical Society of Edinburgh, 8yvo. doarus, 

5s. 6d. 1810. 
48—IDENTITIES ASCERTAINED; ; or, an Illustration of 

Mr. Ware’s Opinion respecting the sameness of Infection in 

Venereal Gonorrhoea, and the Opthalmia of Egypt. » With am 

/ Examination of Affinity between ancient Leprosy and Lues, 
"2s Od. Svo, 1810, 
49—KEATE’s CASES of the HY DROCELE and HERNIA 
: INCARCERATA, sewed, 1s 6d. 
50—LIND on DISEASES incidental to EUROPEANS in HOT 
CLIMATES, with the Method of preventing their fatal Con- 
sequences, the Sixth Edition, in one vol. octavo, price Ss, 
boards, 1808. 
51—LAWRENCE's (Witttam) TREATISE on ,RUP- 
TURES, containing an Anatomical Description of each 
Series; with an Account of its Symptoms, Progress -and 
Treatment. IVustrated with plates. By William Lawrence, 
Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, and Demonstrater 


ef Anatomy, at St: Bartholomew’e Hospital, in large Svo. 

boards, Jos. Gd. 1810. . 

** Mr. Lawrence has done, his part: he has united in this Effay elegance of 
language, correctmefs of defcription, a difcriminating judgment, and a fund of. 
Jearning, which does equal credit to his talents and his Ln Fe "Critical 
Review for Feb. 1808. 

“* We take leave of this truly ufeful performance, which we conceive it muft 
be unneceflary torecommend, as it will doubtlefs forma part of every Medical 
Wbrary.’’--Vide Med. aeaall No.107. 
52—LUXMORE’s FAMILIAR OBSERVATIONS on RUP- 

‘TURES, for the Use of Patients of both Sexes afflicted with 

those Complaints. Second edition, price 2s, 
53—LIPSCOMB’s MANUAL. of INOCULATION,,. for the 

Use of the Faculty and private families; pointing out the 

most approved method of Inoculating, and conducting Pa- 

tients through the Smal Pox, sewed, 1s. 
54—MEDICAL FACTS and OBSERVATIONS; consisting 
principally of original Communications from Gentlemen of 
the Faculty on important Subjects, in Medicine and Surgery, 
' &e. by Dr. Simmons, vol. 8, Lourds, 4s Gd. Svo. 
55—MEMIS's (Joun) MIDWIFE’s POCKET COMPA- 

NION, or a Practical Treatise of Midwifery on a new Plan, 

sewed, 1s 6d. 12mo. 
56—NISBET’s (Dr. Witt1am) INQUIRY into the HISTO- 

RY, NATURE, CAUSES, and DIFFERENT MODES of 

TREATMENT HITHERTO PURSUED in the CURE 

of SCROFULA, PULMONARY CONSUMPTION, and 

“CANCER, 2nd edit. 8vo. boards, 4s. | 
57—PAUL on ARTIFICIAL MINERAL WATERS, sewed, 


25¢ 

58—POLE’s ANATOMICAL INSTRUCTOR, or an Illus- 
stration of the modern and most approved Method of preparing 
and preserving the different Parts of the Human Body, and of 
Quadrupeds, with plates, Loards, 7s. 8vo. Pm 

590——-PEARSON’s (Joan) PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS | 
on CANCEROUS COMPLAINTS, with an Account of . 
some Diseases which have been confounded with the Cancers 
also Critical Remarks on some of the Operations performed 
in Cancerous Cases, sewed, 2s Gd. 8vo. 

60-—PEARSON’s PRINCIPLES of SURGERY, for the Use 
of Chirurgical Students. A new Edition, with Additions. By 
Jobn Pearson, F.R.S. Senior Sufgeon to the Lock Hospital 
and Asylum, Surgeon to the Public Dispensary, and 
Reader on the Principles and Practice of Surgery, in one vol. 
8vo. 8s Od. 


. 61—PEARSON’s OBSERVATIONS on the EFFECTS of 


VARIOUS ARTICLES of the MATERIA MEDICA, in 
' the CURE of LUES VENEREA, illustrated with Cases. By | 
John Pearson, F.R.S. Senior Surgeon of the Leek Hospital 
and Asylum, and Surgeon to the Public Dispensatory ; Reader 
on the Principles and Practice of Surgery, 2d edit, with ad- 
ditions, 7s. 8vo. 
62—POTT’s CHIRURGICAL WORKS, 3 vol. Svo. new, 


18s, boards, 1783. 


63—POTT’s CHIRURGICAL WORKS, a new edition, with 
his last corrections; to which are added,-a short Account of 
the Life of the Author, a Method of curing the Hydrocele by 
Injection, and Occasional. Notes and Observations, by Sir _ 
James Earle, F.R.S. Surgeon Extraordinary to the King, &Ce 
3 vol. boards, 11 7s. 1808. 
64—-ROYSTON’s OBSERVATIONS on the RISE and PRO- 
GRESS of the MEDICAL ART in the BRITISH EMPIRE; 
containing Remarks on Medical Literature, and a View of a 
Bibliographia Medicine Britannice, by W. Royston, Esq. 25. 
_65—RICHARAND's ELEMENTS of PHYSIOLOGY ; con- 
taining a comprehensive View and clear Explanation of the 
Functions of the Human Body, in which the moderna Im- 
provements in Chemistry, Galvanism, and other Sciences, are. 
applied to explain the Actions of the Animal Economy, with 
a new Classification, and copious Index ; translated from the 
French of A. Richerand, Professor of Anatomy and Physiology,, 
and principal Surgeon of the Hospital of the North, in Paris, 
By Robert Kerrison, Member of the, Royal College of Sur- 
geons in London, &c. Jn one closely printed vol. Syo. Os. 
Loards, 1806 ae 
66—REES’s (Dr. Gzorcz) OBSERVATIONS on DISEASES 
of the UTERUS ; in which are included Remarks on Moles,’ 
Polypi, and Prolapsus, as also on Scirrhous and Cancerous 
Affections of that Organ, boards, 4s 6d. 8vo. 
67—REES’s (Dr. Gzorce) TREATISE on the PRIMARY 
SYMPTOMS cf LUES VENERIA, with a concise, critical, 
and chronological Account of all the English Writers on this 
Subject, from 1735 to 1783, to which is added, an Analysis of 
a Course of Lectures delivered by the Author, boards, 5s. 8vo: 
68—ROLLO’s CASES of the DIABETES MELLITUS, with 
the Results of the Trials of certain Acids and other Sube 
stances, in the Cure of the Lues Veneria, 2d edit: with large 
ay, additions, Loards, 6s. 8vo: 
~~ 69-—RICHTER’s MEDICAL and SURGICAL OBSERV Ae 
Spee TIONS, 8vo. 5s, 

— 7O—RYDING's VETERINARY PATHOLOGY, ora Treatise 
4 on the Cure and Progress of the Disease of the Horse, &c,&c. 
d an Appendix, or Veterinary Dispenisatory, ke. boards, 

s 6d. 8vo; 
A. 1 SYNOPSIS PHARMACOP/8IA5 LONDINENSIS. By 
a Physician, sewed, 1s. 6d. 1810. 
_ 92—SMITH'’s ESSAY on the CAUSES of the VARIETY of 
- COMPLEXION and FIGURE in the HUMAN SPECIES; 
to which are added, STRICTURES on LORD KAIMES's 
* DISCOURSE of the ORIGINAL DIVERSITY of MAN- 


KIND, Loards, 3s 6d. . 
78—TUOMY’s (Dr. Martin) TREATISE on the Principal 
Diseases of Dublin, 8vo. boards, 10s. Od. 1810. 
74--UNDERWOOD’s ‘TREATISE on the DISORDERS of 
CHILDHOOD and MANAGEMENT of INFANTS, from 
the BIRTH, adapted to Domestic Use, Second Edition, 3 
yol, Loards, 12s; 12mo. 


75. UNDERWOOD's TREATISE on the DISEASES ot 
CHILDREN, with Directions for-the Management of In- 
fants, from the Birth, and now precisely adapted to profes- 

_ sional Readers. Fifth edition, loards, 3 vol. 13s Gd. 8vo. 

76. UNDERWOOD’s SURGICAL TRACTS, containing a 
TREATISE on ULCERS of the LEGS, in.which former 
Modes of ‘Treatment are examined and compared with one 
more rational and safe, effected without Rest and Confine- 
ment :—together with Hints on a successful Method of treat- 
ing some Scrophulous Tumors, the Mammary Abscess, and 


sore Nipples of Lying-in Women; Observations on the more . 


common Disorders of the Eye, and on Gangrene, lourds, 6s. 
8vo. 

27, WADD’s (Witt1am) PRACTICAL OBSERVATIONS 
on the NATURE and CURE of STRICTURES in the 
URETHRA. sewed, 3s. 

78. WSBSTER’s FACTS, tending to shew the CONNEX- 
ION of the STOMACH with LIFE, DISEASE, and RE- 
COVERY, sewed, 1s 6d; 

79. WATT’s (Rozert) CASES of DIABETES, CON- 
SUMPTION, &c.; with Observations on the History and 
Treatment of Disease in general, Loards, 8s. 

#0. WHATELY’s CASES of two extraordinary POLYPI re- 


_moved from the Nose ; the one by Excision with a new In~ 


‘strument, the other by improved Forceps : : with an Appendix 
describing an improved Instrument for the Fistula in Ano, 
with Observations on that Disease. Illustrated with a coppei- 
Se sewed, 2s. 8vo. 
WHATELY’'s Improved METHOD of bfentiny STRIC- 
* TURES in the URETHRA, 2d edition, with priya 
boards, 5s. 8VO. 
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CONDITIONS. ge. B04, 
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Two Octavos allowed at one time; one Folio, or Guarto Mia | 
<% 


reckoned equal to two Octavos, 


oe oe 


ust published,... Callow’ s Catalogue of a Modern Gollecton of 


Books, for 1810, comprehending the mostapproved Authors 


in Anatomy, Medicine, Surgery, Chemistry, Botany, &c. 


To which is added, a List of the various Lectures delivered 
in London, &c. with the terms of attendance.—Price Is. 
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